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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Ascension Sunday 

May 16, 2021 
10:00 a.m. 

 

THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we are 

committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.  We build 
relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the Community 

Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior. 
 
 
GOD’S MISSION FOR IMMANUEL 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a community of God’s people rooted, nourished, and 
educated in the Word of God, to include all people in its fellowship for the sake of Christ, and 
for their eternal salvation. 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today.  If you have 
no church home, we invite you to make your home among us. 
 

COMMUNION AT IMMANUEL 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today!  According to God’s Word, you may commune with 
us if you: 
• Have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 
• Have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son, and your personal Savior from sin, death, and 
the devil, 
• Have examined yourselves and recognize that you have sin that needs forgiveness, hurt 
that needs healing, faith that needs strengthening, 
• Believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive the true Body and Blood of 
the risen Christ, (1 Corinthians 10:16) 
• Believe that the body and blood of the Lord will grant you forgiveness of your sins and new 
life. 
• Desire to amend your sinfulness and live a life pleasing to God and in fellowship with His 
Church, 
• Understand that to partake of the sacrament without examining yourself and recognizing 
the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood is to do so to your harm (1 Corinthians 11:27).  
If you do not agree with the above, or have questions, please see Pastor before communing 
at Immanuel
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ALL attendees MUST wear a face mask.  Although all surfaces have been cleaned, it is 
best to assume all surfaces are contaminated.  Please make use of the hand sanitizer 
provided. 
 

 

Organ Prelude – “Meditation on the Resurrection”   –Gregg Sewell 
 
Opening Hymn #493 – “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

6 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
All praise to You let earth accord: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are, while endless ages run, 
With Father and with Spirit one. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
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Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 
Tune: Public domain 
 

 

 

 

Divine Service, Setting Three 

Invocation 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

Stand 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

Kneel/Stand 

 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which 

I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 
 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 



  4 

 
Stand 
 

Service of the Word 
 
Introit 
 Psalm 27:1a, 4-5, 10, 14; antiphon: v.7 

 
(Chanted by all) 
 

 
Hear, O Lord, when I | cry aloud;* 
 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
The Lord is my light and my sal- | vation;* 
 whom | shall I fear? 
One thing have I asked of the Lord, that will I seek | after:* 
 that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty 
of the Lord and to inquire in his | temple. 
For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of | trouble;* 
 he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; he will lift me high up- | on a rock. 
For my father and my mother have for- | saken me,* 
 but the Lord will | take me in. 
Wait | for the Lord;* 
 be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait | for the Lord! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Hear, O Lord, when I | cry aloud;* 
 be gracious to me and | answer me! 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 
 
Kyrie 
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Gloria in Excelsis  
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

O King of glory, Lord of hosts, uplifted in triumph far above all heavens, leave us not 
without consolation but send us the Spirit of truth whom You promised from the Father; 
for You live and reign with Him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
 
First Reading Acts 1:12-26 

  
 12Then [the apostles] returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 
Jerusalem, a Sabbath day’s journey away. 13And when they had entered, they went up to 
the upper room, where they were staying, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip 
and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot 
and Judas the son of James. 14All these with one accord were devoting themselves to 
prayer, together with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. 
 15In those days Peter stood up among the brothers (the company of persons was in all 
about 120) and said, 16“Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke 
beforehand by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who 
arrested Jesus. 17For he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.” 18(Now this man bought a field with the reward of his wickedness, and falling 
headlong he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. 19And it became known 
to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, so that the field was called in their own language 
Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) 20“For it is written in the Book of Psalms, 

“‘May his camp become desolate, 
 and let there be no one to dwell in it’; 

and 
“‘Let another take his office.’ 

21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord Jesus went 
in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when he was taken 
up from us—one of these men must become with us a witness to his resurrection.” 23And 
they put forward two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also called Justus, and Matthias. 
24And they prayed and said, “You, Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which one of these 
two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas 
turned aside to go to his own place.” 26And they cast lots for them, and the lot fell on 
Matthias, and he was numbered with the eleven apostles. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

  

 

(Chanted by all) 
 

 
Christ has risen  | from the dead.* 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and  | honor. 
He has given him dominion over the works  | of his hands;* 
 he has put all things un- | der his feet. 
 
 
Epistle  1 John 5:9-15 

 

  

 9If we receive the testimony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the 
testimony of God that he has borne concerning his Son. 10Whoever believes in the Son of 
God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has made him a liar, 
because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11And 
this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has 
the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know 
that you have eternal life. 14And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 
ask anything according to his will he hears us. 15And if we know that he hears us in whatever 
we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

 

Stand 
 
 
Alleluia and Verse  

  
 
 

Holy Gospel John 17:11b-19 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the seventeenth chapter                                       
C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
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 [Jesus said:] “Holy Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they 
may be one, even as we are one. 12While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which 
you have given me. I have guarded them, and not one of them has been lost except the son 
of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and these 
things I speak in the world, that they may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. 14I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as I 
am not of the world. 15I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep 
them from the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 17Sanctify 
them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them 
into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate myself, that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 

 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

   the Father Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth 
    and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
     and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,  
whose kingdom will have no end. 

  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
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     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Sit 

 
 

Hymn of the Day #491 – “Up through Endless Ranks of Angels” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: © 1973 Henry V. Gerike. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 
Text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Sermon                          With you always ….. 
 

 
Stand 
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Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Offering 
(The offering plates are located in the Narthex in an effort to reduce the amount of touch 
parts.  Please place your offerings in the plate as you exit). 
 
 
 
Prayer of The Church 
 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their 
needs. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, once again You have gathered us before Your presence. Grant 
that we may dwell in Your house all the days of our lives and gaze upon Your beauty 
manifested here in Your Word and Sacrament. Graciously hear our prayers as we now 
inquire in Your temple. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord, our Protector and Savior, look in mercy upon those suffering persecution for the sake 
of Your name. Many have been forsaken even by father, mother and friend. Take them into 
Your keeping, hear their cries and do not let them be afraid. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Eternal Father, You have testified that eternal life is given in Your Son and that whoever has 
Him has life. You also promised that You will hear whatever we ask according to Your will. 
Hear now our prayers for all who are sick and in distress [especially _____________]. Heal 
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them and give life to all those who hold Your Son in faithful hearts. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Gracious God, as we eat and drink our Savior’s body and blood, give us Your light and 
salvation, strong and courageous hearts, and never-failing hope, that we may wait 
steadfastly for You and Your final deliverance. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Holy Father, accept the prayers we offer through Your Son, our Savior, and keep us forever 
in Your name and Word, that we may be one, just as You are one. Sanctify us in the truth; 
Your Word is truth, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament +  

 
 

Preface 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them up unto the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 
C It is meet and right so to do. 
 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 

to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their sight was taken up 
into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

 
Sanctus 
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Lord's Prayer 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be Thy name, 
      Thy kingdom come, 
      Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
      give us this day our daily bread; 
      and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 

 

 
 

 

The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed ….   
 

 

Pax Domini 
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Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Sit 
 
 
Distribution Hymn #537 – “Beautiful Savior” 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 



Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thanksgiving 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
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Announcements 
 

Benedicamus 
 

A Bless we the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
Benediction 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
 The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 
C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn #680 – “Thine the Amen, Thine the Praise” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 



Organ Postlude – “Canticle”  – Gilbert Martin 

 
 
 

Those Serving Today: 
Pastor    Rev. Charles Minetree  
Officiant    Rev. Lucas Witt 
Director of Music   Muriel Hopkins 
Altar Guild    Carolyn Henn/Joan Goeller/Veronica Hylton 
 
Birthdays This Week: Anniversaries:  
  
17 Jerry Ruble  17 Charles and Susan Libby 
21 Elizabeth Lassahn  20 Johnson and Aminata Momo   
 
 
This Week at Immanuel: 
Sunday May 16 9:00 am Adult Bible Study 
  10:00 am Worship and Holy Communion 
    
Wednesday May 19 Noon Adult Bible Study  
  7:00 pm Council Meeting 
 
Saturday May 22  Wings Fashion Show    
    
 

Ministry Notes 
 
Voters Assembly Scheduled for Sunday, May 23 following the 10 AM Worship Service 
The next voter’s assembly meeting will be held on Sunday, May 23 in the sanctuary 
following the worship service.  The tentative agenda will include reports from both Pastor 
Minetree and an update from pastor Witt on mission activities.  The 2021/2022 Church 
Council will be elected at this meeting with those nominated for election to new three-year 
terms being Nickel Lietzau and Sylvanus Ibenana.   Other members of the Church Council 
that are continuing to serve their current terms are Al Lietzau IV, Steve Heemann, Sandy 
Collins, Ray Spitznas, Gerhard Ehlerding, and Rick Kruelle.  We thank Elaine Mueller who 
concludes her current term on the Council.   Also included on the agenda will be an update 
on the ‘Til All Have Heard” Mission Funding Campaign, an update on the 2021 budget, and 
other reports from the Property Committee, the Board of Lay Ministry, and the Compassion 
Center.  Please plan to attend this important meeting.   
 

PARTICIPATING IN HOLY COMMUNION  
Many of our members do not yet feel safe returning for worship on Sundays at the Church. 
They have been missing the sacrament of Holy Communion for many months now. 
Immanuel would like to help alieve that situation. Beginning November 1, you will be able to 
pick up a communion element cup from the church office.  This pre-sealed package will have 
a cup of wine and a piece of wafer included.  The Sunday Divine Service will continue the 
stream through the Sacrament to the end of the service.  As we participate in the 
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consecration and distribution, you will be able to follow along too at home.  Please call 
Pastor Minetree or the Church office (443-615-4852 Pastor's Cell, 410-435-6861 Church 
Office) to arrange pick up of the elements package.  
 
HOMEBOUND HOLY COMMUNION 
Some of our homebound members do not feel safe having the pastors over for a 
"communion visit."  In response to this, Immanuel has purchased pre-sealed packages of 
communion elements.  These packages include a cup of wine and a bread wafer.  These 
packages may be picked up by a friend or family member from the church office.  Please call 
Pastor Minetree or the Church office (443-615-4852 Pastor's Cell, 410-435-6861 Church 
Office) to arrange pick up of the elements package. In some instances, the packages can be 
mailed to the Shut-in's home. One of Immanuel's pastors can schedule a phone visit for the 
Communion Liturgy and Devotion or a visit may be made by ZOOM.  If neither of these 
options are workable, a devotion card will be included with a short Communion Liturgy and 
devotional thought the shut-in may read or have read to them. These elements sent to the 
homes of shut-ins will be consecrated with the Communion elements on the Sunday prior to 
pick up during the regular Divine Service. For more information please call Pastor or the 
Church office. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL has been meeting during Church and dismissing during the sermon 
hymn.  Please help all of our youngest members and their friends learn the Good News 
about Jesus by bringing them to Church.  Snacks and crafts are provided.  See you there! 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS 
If you would like a special arrangement, the procedure is to call Denise Waicker at (443) 
981-0019 or Denisewaicker@mac.com.  Denise needs to know the date you select and the 
statement you want to include so that she can order the flowers for that Sunday. The cost is 
$20.00 for a Special Arrangement and $40.00 for Altar Flowers.  Pay by cash or check 
(made payable to the “Altar Guild”) and give to Denise Waicker in person or mail checks via 
the postal service. 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
There is a lady’s black jacket left here, according to our intrepid, Deborah, by someone 
selling Christmas ornaments in 2019, and an off-white, woolen, knitted neck scarf.  Please 
call the office if items are yours or you know to whom they belong. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
-Emalee Smith, who will have surgery 
-Ray Ward, who had knee replacement surgery 
-Christy St. Clair, recovering from back surgery 
-Richard Kruelle, who is being treated for cancer 
-Bradley Will, who is being treated for cancer 
-Kay Lietzau, who had surgery 
-Ray Will, who is having back problems 
 
 

mailto:Denisewaicker@mac.com

