Immanuel Lutheran Church
First Sunday in Advent
November 28, 2021
10:00 a.m.
THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we are
committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.
We build relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the
Community Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior.
GOD’S MISSION FOR IMMANUEL
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a community of God’s people rooted, nourished, and
educated in the Word of God, to include all people in its fellowship for the sake of Christ, and
for their eternal salvation.
WELCOME VISITORS!
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today. If you have
no church home, we invite you to make your home among us.
COMMUNION AT IMMANUEL
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today! According to God’s Word, you may commune with
us if you:
• Have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,
• Have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son, and your personal Savior from sin, death, and
the devil,
• Have examined yourselves and recognize that you have sin that needs forgiveness, hurt
that needs healing, faith that needs strengthening,
• Believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive the true Body and Blood of
the risen Christ, (1 Corinthians 10:16)
• Believe that the body and blood of the Lord will grant you forgiveness of your sins and new
life.
• Desire to amend your sinfulness and live a life pleasing to God and in fellowship with His
Church,
• Understand that to partake of the sacrament without examining yourself and recognizing
the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood is to do so to your harm (1 Corinthians 11:27).
If you do not agree with the above, or have questions, please see Pastor before communing
at Immanuel
As of August 9, 2021, Baltimore City has issued guidance that individuals should
wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status.

Organ Prelude – “Nun komm, der heiden heiland” /bwv 659
–Martin Luther/Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)
Martin Luther wrote the words to this hymn in 1524 and based the melody on Plain-Chant.

Opening Hymn #332 – “Savior of the Nations, Come”
Nun Komm, Der Heiden Heiland

.
7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.
Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312
Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
Pastor:

People:

Pastor:

Matthew 3:2, 3b; Psalm 119:105

Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles progressively lit each week
remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and lead us
into the light of His glorious kingdom. In this season of preparing our hearts and
minds to receive the promised Savior given and born for us, we hear today John
the Baptist fulfilling Scripture as he prepared the people, called many to
repentance, and pointed to the Word of God made flesh.
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. . . . ‘Prepare the way of the
Lord; make His paths straight.’ ”
Let us pray.
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People:

Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us
as we light this candle in the beginning of our preparation for Your coming.
Enter our hearts and minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome and
receive You with joy as our true and eternal King; for You live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Pastor:
People:

Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

Divine Service, Setting Four

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us
first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have
sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful
condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our
heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful
to me, a sinner.
Kneel/Stand
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and
gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our
sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
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Stand

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 89:6, 14-16, 18; antiphon: Zechariah 9:9b, alt.
(Chanted by all)

Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.
Who in the skies can be compared | to the LORD?*
Who among the heavenly beings is | like the LORD?
Righteousness and justice are the foundation | of your throne;*
steadfast love and faithfulness go be- | fore you.
Blessèd are the people who know the | festal shout,*
who walk, O LORD, in the light | of your face,
who exult in your name | all the day*
and in your righteousness are ex- | alted.
For our shield belongs | to the LORD,*
our king to the Holy One of | Israel.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold, your king is com- | ing to you;*
righteous and having sal- | vation.

Kyrie

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from
the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
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Sit
Old Testament Reading

Jeremiah 33:14-16

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made
to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause
a righteous Branch to spring up for David, and he shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. 16In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will dwell securely. And this
is the name by which it will be called: ‘The LORD is our righteousness.’”
14

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHOIR ANTHEM:

“Will We Know Him”

Epistle

–Nancy Price & Don Besig
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
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What thanksgiving can we return to God for you, for all the joy that we feel for your sake
before our God, 10as we pray most earnestly night and day that we may see you face to
face and supply what is lacking in your faith?
11
Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord Jesus, direct our way to you, 12and
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, as we do
for you, 13so that he may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and
Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel

Luke 19:28-40

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the nineteenth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
28

When [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29When
he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of
the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a
colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” 32So those who were
sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33And as they were untying the colt,
its owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34And they said, “The Lord has
need of it.” 35And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set
Jesus on it. 36And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37As he was
drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his
disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that
they had seen, 38saying, “Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in
heaven and glory in the highest!” 39And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him,
“Teacher, rebuke your disciples.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the very
stones would cry out.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Apostles’ Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Sit
Hymn of the Day #781 – “We Give Thee But Thine Own”

5 The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.

6 And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.

Tune and text: Public domain

Sermon –

Work we do together

Prayer for our pledges (pledge forms may be brought forward)

Music during Pledging:

“Song of the Bells”

–Carl Simone (1918-2003)

Offering
(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our
financial resources. If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect
you to give an offering. For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is
completely dependent upon your generous giving. Our offering is a significant act of
worship.)
VOLUNTARY:

“Gottes Sohn ist Kommen”/BWV 600

–Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)
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Offertory

Stand
Prayer of the Church
P
Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.
To You, O Lord, we lift up our souls and in You we put our trust. Do not let us be ashamed of
our hope but come quickly. Sustain us by Your Holy Spirit, that we may have joy at the
advent of Christ, our Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We praise You, O Lord of hosts. You have fulfilled Your promise of salvation by sending
Jesus to suffer Your just wrath on the cross, that we might be declared righteous in Your
sight. Pour out Your Holy Spirit upon us. Bless pastors in their proclamation of Your Word
and preserve us in our baptismal grace, that Your Son might always be our righteousness.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
O Lord, our King, righteousness and justice are the foundation of Your throne, and steadfast
love and faithfulness go before You. Watch over the authorities of our land, and grant that
they govern justly so that we may live in peace as we proclaim Your love and faithfulness.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
We give thanks to You, O God, that as You establish our hearts blameless in holiness
before You, so You also provide for all our needs in this body and life. Hear our earnest
prayers for those who are in need of Your mercy, [especially _____________,] and comfort
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all who mourn [including _____________] until the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His
saints. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Blessed are You, O Lord, and blessed is Your Son, Jesus Christ, who came in Your name to
save us from sin and death. As He visits us this day with His body and blood under the
bread and wine, give us penitent hearts that worthily welcome His coming and rejoice in His
gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
Holy God, You declared that the days were coming when You would accomplish our
salvation, and in Your time You caused Your Son, the righteous Branch, to spring up for
David. By Your grace, keep us joined as branches to Christ, that we might bear fruit until the
day He returns in glory; for He lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament +
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ,
into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die
eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all
who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus
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Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in
Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near.
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and blood,
given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim His death
until He comes again in glory.
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:
Lord's Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,
in remembrance of Me.”
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Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei

Sit
Distribution
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Distribution Hymn #341 – “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”

Tune and text: Public domain

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Announcements
Benedicamus and Benedictions
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace.
C Amen.
Recessional Hymn #331 – “The Advent of Our King”

6

All glory to the Son,
Who comes to set us free,
With Father, Spirit, ever one
Through all eternity.

Tune and text: Public domain

Organ Postlude – “ToccaTa on veni, redemptor gentium”
–Paul Manz (1919-2009)
Today’s Postlude explores the same melody as the Prelude, arranged by Paul Manz
Those Serving Today:
Pastor
Officiant
Director of Music
Altar Guild

Rev. Charles Minetree OR
Muriel Hopkins
Fay Husted/Veronica Hylton

Birthdays This Week:
28
Nsebong Adah
2
3

Manix Paye
JB Cadorette
Jefferson Will
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This Week at Immanuel:
Sunday
Nov 28

9 am
10 am

Adult Bible Study
Worship and Holy Communion

Monday

Nov 29

7:15 pm

Choir Rehearsal

Wednesday

Dec 1

Streaming
Only

Midweek Advent Service

Sunday

Dec 5

9 am
10 am

Adult Bible Study
Worship and Holy Communion
BOLM

Ministry Notes
November 28th
Today we make our Financial Commitment to our work together as Immanuel. I pray that
you have grown over the past few weeks as we have made this journey. After the Divine
Service, we will gather in the Fellowship Hall for a Brunch to celebrate this journey and to
hear the initial results of our pledges. A great “thank you” to the Stewardship Team for all
their hard work during this focus month. As we turn our attention to preparing to celebrate
the incarnation of The Son of God, may our hearts be lifted and strength for continued good
works and serving to Glorify the New Born King!
Pastor Lucas, who we called to be Missionary to Baltimore, has been serving at other
congregations as part of our mission to share, encourage, and partner in mission in
Baltimore. This morning Pastor Witt is serving and preaching at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Glen
Burnie. (11/28, 12/5)
December 5, BOLM meeting following church service.
Prayer Chain
Immanuel’s prayer chain has been re-activated! When you need others to pray with you in
times of concern or to give thanks give us a call. A team of your brothers and sisters will join
you in your prayers. Call 410-949-6242 at any time. Your request will be added to the
Sunday prayers unless you request that they are to remain confidential.
Baltimore Choral Arts Society Christmas Concert
The Baltimore Choral Arts Society will be at Immanuel to present a Christmas concert on
Sunday, December 12 at 3 PM. Please put this date and time on your calendar now and
come and hear Christmas anthems in our sanctuary which provides probably the best
acoustics for choral music within the Baltimore /Washington area. Special donations in
support of this concert can be made to Immanuel Lutheran Church and designated to
Baltimore Choral Arts Christmas Concert, 2021. This concert is being promoted outside of
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the congregation, so come early for a good seat. There is no charge for admission with a
free will offering to be taken to offset expenses. (10/31-12/11)
Immanuel Compassion Center and the Miracle of Christmas
• Did you know that Immanuel’s Compassion Center has been serving our community
by providing food, clothing, and spiritual care since April 2008?
• Did you know that the amount of space allocated for Compassion Center operations
has more than doubled over the last few months including the addition of a new room
to make available clothing, toys, and other related items to children?
• Did you know that on a recent Saturday morning, a total of 21 clients were served, 15
bags of food distributed, and 40 articles of clothing provided to those in need?
• Did you know that preparations are currently underway to provide food and gifts for
Christmas to 20 families that include 29 adults and 35 children or grandchildren?
• Did you know that that only our two pastors and four lay volunteers are involved in the
operation of the Immanuel Compassion Center? (And that there were over 30
volunteers involved when the center was opened in April 2008)?
The Immanuel Compassion Center is seeking additional volunteers to assist with the
operation of the Compassion Center and to help prepare for the Miracle of Christmas that
will take place at the Compassion Center on Friday, December 17 at 10 AM. If you can
help, please talk to Elaine Schwab or Steve Heemann. Please also note that the
Compassion Center is open on the second and fourth Saturdays of each month from 10 AM
until 12 Noon. If you can help by volunteering for one Saturday each month or even one
Saturday every other month, please let us know. It is our prayer that the operation of our
Compassion Center can be sustained and serve families in need for many years ahead.
(10/31-12/17)

FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT AND LIFE OF SAINT PAUL. For Kids ages 3-13. Sundays
(excused after the Gospel). Crafts, songs, snacks, Spirit! Come on Back! See you all
Sundays about 10:20 a.m. See Emalee for details.
CHURCH FLOWERS
If you would like a special arrangement, the procedure is to call Denise Waicker at (443)
981-0019 or Denisewaicker@mac.com. Denise needs to know the date you select and the
statement you want to include so that she can order the flowers for that Sunday. The cost
depends on your selection. Pay by cash or check (made payable to Denise Waicker) and
give to Denise Waicker in person or mail checks via the postal service
PRAYER REQUESTS
-Heavenly Father, we pray that You be glorified through the effort of our ’Til All Have Heard
Ministry. Guide us and Pastor Witt as we seek and pursue avenues to declare that Your
Kingdom is coming clearly and powerfully. Give us the opportunity to plant, water, and
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harvest for Your Kingdom according to Your will, and grant patience to wait on Your timing
and purposes. Lord, in Your mercy/Let us pray to the Lord …..
-Ray Ward, who recently had a fall at home
-Bill Staton, nephew of Lola Barnes, who had heart transplant surgery this past Sunday and
is doing well but still in Intensive care
-Wendie Wegner, wife of Jay Wegner, who is battling cancer
-Rosemarie, daughter of Filleseta James, for healing of her left leg
-Jean Heeman, who is recovering
-Bill Hermann, who is battling Parkinson’s
-Joseph Woah-tee, missing and whereabouts unknown
-John Rebstock, suffering from sciatica and kidney disease
-Bradley Will, who is being treated for cancer
-Ray Will, who is having back problems
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