
Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Second Sunday in Advent 

December 5, 2021 
10:00 a.m. 

 

THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we 

are committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.   
We build relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the 

Community Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior. 

 
 
GOD’S MISSION FOR IMMANUEL 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a community of God’s people rooted, nourished, and 
educated in the Word of God, to include all people in its fellowship for the sake of Christ, 
and for their eternal salvation. 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today.  If you 
have no church home, we invite you to make your home among us. 
 

COMMUNION AT IMMANUEL 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today!  According to God’s Word, you may commune with 
us if you: 
• Have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 
• Have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son, and your personal Savior from sin, death, and 
the devil, 
• Have examined yourselves and recognize that you have sin that needs forgiveness, hurt 
that needs healing, faith that needs strengthening, 
• Believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive the true Body and Blood 
of the risen Christ, (1 Corinthians 10:16) 
• Believe that the body and blood of the Lord will grant you forgiveness of your sins and 
new life. 
• Desire to amend your sinfulness and live a life pleasing to God and in fellowship with His 
Church, 
• Understand that to partake of the sacrament without examining yourself and recognizing 
the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood is to do so to your harm (1 Corinthians 
11:27).  If you do not agree with the above, or have questions, please see Pastor before 
communing at Immanuel 
 
As of August 9, 2021, Baltimore City has issued guidance that individuals should 
wear masks indoors regardless of vaccination status. 
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Organ Prelude – “REPRISE”   –Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

 (based on “E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come”) 

 
 
Opening Hymn #345 – “Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding” 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath Matthew 3:2, 3b; Psalm 119:105 
 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles progressively lit each week 

remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and lead us into 
the light of His glorious kingdom. In this season of preparing our hearts and 
minds to receive the promised Savior given and born for us, we hear today John 
the Baptist fulfilling Scripture as he prepared the people, called many to 
repentance, and pointed to the Word of God made flesh. 

People: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. . . . ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make His paths straight.’ ” 
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Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
 Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us 

as we light this candle in the beginning of our preparation for Your coming. Enter 
our hearts and minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome and 
receive You with joy as our true and eternal King; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 
People: and a light to my path. 

 
 

Divine Service, Setting Four 

 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
  
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 
 
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and 

receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let 
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we 
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our 
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, 
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to 

everlasting life. Amen. 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children 

and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us 
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,  

 and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

C Amen. 
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Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 81:8, 10-11; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 
 

(Chanted by all) 
 

  

The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 
Hear, O my people, while I ad- | monish you!* 
 O Israel, if you would but lis- | ten to me! 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of | Egypt.* 
 Open your mouth wide, and I will | fill it. 
But my people did not listen | to my voice;* 
 Israel would not sub- | mit to me. 
Oh, that my people would lis- | ten to me,* 
 that Israel would walk | in my ways! 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
The voice of one crying in the | wilderness:* 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his | paths straight.” 

 

 
Kyrie 

 
 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 

A The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
A Let us pray. 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by 
His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

 C    Amen. 
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Sit 
 
 
Old Testament Reading  Malachi 3:1-7b 

 
 
 1“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord 
whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in 
whom you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure 
the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and they will bring offerings in 
righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to 
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 5“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear falsely, against those who 
oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against those who 
thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 
 6“For I the LORD do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 
7From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept 
them.” 
 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: “Prepare Thyself, Zion”/BWV 248 

 From “Christmas Oratorio” – Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 

 
Epistle  Phillippians 1:2-11 

  
 2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you 
all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now. 6And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about you all, 
because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, 
how I yearn for you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your 
love may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may 
approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for the day of Christ, 11filled with 
the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 
 
Alleluia and Verse  

 

 

 

  
 

Holy Gospel Luke 3:1-20  
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
  

 1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 
Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of 
Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of 
Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the 
wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah 
the prophet, 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
 make his paths straight. 
5Every valley shall be filled, 
 and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall become straight, 
 and the rough places shall become level ways, 
6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” 

 7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with 
repentance. And do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now the 
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axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 
 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he answered them, 
“Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to 
do likewise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” 13And he said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 
14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not 
extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and be content with your 
wages.” 
 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning 
John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you 
with water, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not 
worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 18So with many other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod 
the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all 
the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, that he locked up John in 
prison. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

 
Apostles’ Creed   

 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
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Sit 
 
Hymn of the Day #344 – “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon –  
 
 
Offering 
(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our 
financial resources.  If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect 
you to give an offering.  For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is 
completely dependent upon your generous giving.  Our offering is a significant act of 
worship.) 
 

VOLUNTARY:  “The Christmas Rose” –Gilbert Martin (b. 1941) 

 
 
 
Offertory  
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Stand 
 
Prayer of the Church 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 
 
Brief silence 
 

O Lord, our God, You declared Israel to be Your people and brought them out of Egypt. 
You desired their salvation even when they would not listen to Your voice. Since You have 
called and gathered us also to be Your people, open our hearts to listen and gladly submit 
to Your Word. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, You sent John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord, as prophesied by 
Isaiah who foretold the Christ. Remember those pastors whom You have called to proclaim 
Your Word today. Give them wisdom and courage as they admonish and absolve Your 
people by Your Word, that Your saints might be prepared for Christ’s coming again in 
glory. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, You gather Your people together in Christ and make them partakers of 
Your grace. Strengthen the faith of those You have gathered into this congregation, that 
their love may abound more and more with all knowledge and discernment. Lead us to 
approve what is excellent and be pure and blameless for the day of Christ. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, Your forerunner prepared the way for the One who is mightier than all: Your 
Son, Jesus. For Christ’s sake, we entrust to You those in need of healing, comfort and 
rescue [especially ____________]. Have mercy upon them, deliver them according to Your 
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will and strengthen them in faith, that they might be assured of Your faithfulness. Lord, in 
Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new 
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
  
In Your boundless mercy You sent Your servant, John the Baptist, to proclaim that in 
Christ the kingdom of heaven draws near. 
  
With thankful hearts we pray, “Come, Lord Jesus,” confident that in His body and 
blood, given us to eat and drink, we receive the forgiveness of sins and so proclaim 
His death until He comes again in glory. 
  
Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 

 

 

Lord's Prayer 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is 
My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
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Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
 

 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Sit 

 
 
 
Distribution 
 



 13 

Distribution Hymn #359 – “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 
Stand 
 
 



 14 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect  

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, 
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
Announcements 
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Benedicamus and Benediction 
P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Recessional Hymn #353 – “Jesus Came, the Heavens Adoring” 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 
 

Organ Postlude – “SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME”/bwv 661   

 –Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) 
 
 

Those Serving Today: 
Pastor    Rev. Charles Minetree  
Officiant 
Director of Music   Muriel Hopkins 
Altar Guild    Elaine Schwab/Phyllis Rebstock 



 16 

Birthdays This Week: 
  
5 Russell Greensfelder 
9 Kristine Wegner 
10 Ava Risi 
 
This Week at Immanuel: 
Sunday December 5 9 am Adult Bible Study 
  10 am Worship & Holy Communion 
   BOLM  
    
Monday December 6 7:15 pm Choir rehearsal  
 
Wednesday December 8 Streaming Midweek Advent Service 
  Only 
 
Saturday December 11 10 am Compassion Center 
 
Sunday December 12 9 am Adult Bible Study 
  10 am Worship & Holy Communion 
  3 pm Baltimore Choral Arts Society concert 
   
  
 

Ministry Notes 
 
Pastor Lucas, who we called to be Missionary to Baltimore, has been serving at other 
congregations as part of our mission to share, encourage, and partner in mission in 
Baltimore.  This morning Pastor Witt is serving and preaching at St. Paul’s Lutheran in Glen 
Burnie. (11/28, 12/5) 

 

December 5, BOLM meeting following church service. 
 
Prayer Chain 
Immanuel’s prayer chain has been re-activated!  When you need others to pray with you in 
times of concern or to give thanks give us a call.  A team of your brothers and sisters will 
join you in your prayers.  Call 410-949-6242 at any time.  Your request will be added to the 
Sunday prayers unless you request that they are to remain confidential. 
 
Baltimore Choral Arts Society Christmas Concert 
The Baltimore Choral Arts Society will be at Immanuel to present a Christmas concert on 
Sunday, December 12 at 3 PM.  Please put this date and time on your calendar now and 
come and hear Christmas anthems in our sanctuary which provides probably the best 
acoustics for choral music within the Baltimore /Washington area. Special donations in 
support of this concert can be made to Immanuel Lutheran Church and designated to 
Baltimore Choral Arts Christmas Concert, 2021.  This concert is being promoted outside of 
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the congregation, so come early for a good seat. There is no charge for admission with a 
free will offering to be taken to offset expenses.   (10/31-12/11) 

 
Immanuel Compassion Center and the Miracle of Christmas 

• Did you know that Immanuel’s Compassion Center has been serving our community 
by providing food, clothing, and spiritual care since April 2008?   
 

• Did you know that the amount of space allocated for Compassion Center operations 
has more than doubled over the last few months including the addition of a new room 
to make available clothing, toys, and other related items to children? 

 

• Did you know that on a recent Saturday morning, a total of 21 clients were served, 

15 bags of food distributed, and 40 articles of clothing provided to those in need? 

• Did you know that preparations are currently underway to provide food and gifts for 

Christmas to 20 families that include 29 adults and 35 children or grandchildren?    

 

• Did you know that that only our two pastors and four lay volunteers are involved in 

the operation of the Immanuel Compassion Center?  (And that there were over 30 

volunteers involved when the center was opened in April 2008)?  

 

The Immanuel Compassion Center is seeking additional volunteers to assist with the 
operation of the Compassion Center and to help prepare for the Miracle of Christmas that 
will take place at the Compassion Center on Friday, December 17 at 10 AM.  If you can 
help, please talk to Elaine Schwab or Steve Heemann.  Please also note that the 
Compassion Center is open on the second and fourth Saturdays of each month from 10 
AM until 12 Noon.  If you can help by volunteering for one Saturday each month or even 
one Saturday every other month, please let us know.   It is our prayer that the operation of 
our Compassion Center can be sustained and serve families in need for many years 
ahead. (10/31-12/17) 

 
FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT AND LIFE OF SAINT PAUL.  For Kids ages 3-13.  Sundays 
(excused after the Gospel).  Crafts, songs, snacks, Spirit!  Come on Back!  See you all 
Sundays about 10:20 a.m.  See Emalee for details. 
 
CHURCH FLOWERS 
If you would like a special arrangement, the procedure is to call Denise Waicker at (443) 
981-0019 or Denisewaicker@mac.com.  Denise needs to know the date you select and the 
statement you want to include so that she can order the flowers for that Sunday. The cost 
depends on your selection.  Pay by cash or check (made payable to Denise Waicker) and 
give to Denise Waicker in person or mail checks via the postal service 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
-Heavenly Father, we pray that You be glorified through the effort of our ’Til All Have Heard 
Ministry.  Guide us and Pastor Witt as we seek and pursue avenues to declare that Your 
Kingdom is coming clearly and powerfully.  Give us the opportunity to plant, water, and 

mailto:Denisewaicker@mac.com
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harvest for Your Kingdom according to Your will, and grant patience to wait on Your timing 
and purposes.  Lord, in Your mercy/Let us pray to the Lord ….. 
 
-Sheila Gordon, whose mother, Pauline Knight, was called to her heavenly home 
November 28th, and Peter, brother of her husband, Tony, who passed away from a stroke 
on December 2. 
-Pastor Minetree as he considers a divine call to Trinity St. James in Michigan 
-Carl Rach, who is undergoing medical tests 
-Bill Staton, nephew of Lola Barnes, who had heart transplant surgery, and is out of 

intensive care and now home 

-Wendie Wegner, wife of Jay Wegner, who is battling cancer 
-Rosemarie, daughter of Filleseta James, for healing of her left leg 
-Jean Heeman, who is recovering 
-Bill Hermann, who is battling Parkinson’s 
-Joseph Woah-tee, missing and whereabouts unknown 
-John Rebstock, suffering from sciatica and kidney disease 
-Bradley Will, who is being treated for cancer 
-Ray Will, who is having back problems 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 

2021 Poinsettia order form  

Last day to order December 12th 

 

 

 I do intend to order Poinsettias this holiday season 

 

 

_______ quantity, white 

 

_______ quantity, marble 

 

_______ quantity, tapestry 

 

Cost:  $10/each; make check payable to Immanuel Altar Guild 

 

Please indicate if order is “in memory of”, or “in honor of 

or “in glory to”.  Show selection of wording below and provide name.  

 

__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________

_ 

 

 

Please return this form to the church office as soon as possible or give to Denise 

Waicker 

 

You may also email your response to  

Denisewaicker@mac.com 

Thank you 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
 

mailto:Denisewaicker@mac.com

