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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Second Sunday in Advent 

Immanuel Organ Lessons and Carols 

A Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 
December 4, 2022 

10:00 a.m. 
 

THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we are 

committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.   
We build relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the 

Community Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Savior. 

 
 
GOD’S MISSION FOR IMMANUEL 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a community of God’s people rooted, nourished, and 
educated in the Word of God, to include all people in its fellowship for the sake of Christ, 
and for their eternal salvation. 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today.  If you 
have no church home, we invite you to make your home among us. 
 
  



2 

 

Welcome to the first ever Organ Festival of Lessons and Carols. This is not just unique to 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, we believe it to be the first of its kind, ever. Since the late 19th 
century, the Festival of Lessons and Carols has always involved Scripture lessons, each 
followed by choirs singing corresponding carols that reflect upon the readings, Advent and 
the coming Christmas season. At Immanuel, each reading will be followed by an organ 
prelude followed by a congregational hymn.  
  
Our guest organist today is Michael Graham.  Michael is a semi-retired  
Administrative Coordinator at Johns Hopkins University, School of Medicine. He has 
studied organ with various instructors since the age of twelve and is currently studying with 
Muriel Hopkins.  
 
Organ Prelude –  

1. “Interlude for Advent” 
2. “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” – Lani Smith 

 
Isaiah 7:14  

14Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and 
bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 

 
 
Processional Hymn #357 ‒ “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” (verses 1-3) 
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath Matthew 3:2, 3b; Psalm 119:105 
 
Pastor: Beloved in the Lord, this wreath and the candles progressively lit each week 

remind us that Jesus Christ came to conquer the darkness of sin and lead us into 
the light of His glorious kingdom. In this season of preparing our hearts and minds 
to receive the promised Savior given and born for us, we hear today John the 
Baptist fulfilling Scripture as he prepared the people, called many to repentance, 
and pointed to the Word of God made flesh. 

People: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. . . . ‘Prepare the way of the 
Lord; make His paths straight.’ ” 

 
Pastor: Let us pray. 
 
 Lord Jesus, Savior and King, the true light who comes into this world, bless us as 

we light this candle in the beginning of our preparation for Your coming. Enter 
our hearts and minds with the light of Your love that we may welcome and 
receive You with joy as our true and eternal King; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Your word is a lamp to my feet 
People: and a light to my path. 
 
 

 

First Lesson  
Reading: Isaiah 9:2  

2 The people who walked in darkness 
 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 
 on them has light shined. 

 
Organ Carol: “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” – Franklin Ritter 

Congregation Carol:  Hymn #621 “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” v. 1-3 
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Text: Liturgy of St. James, 5th cent.; tr. Gerard Moultrie, 1829–85, alt. 
Tune: French, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

  

Second Lesson  
Reading: Isaiah 11: 1 

1There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, 
 and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. 

 

Organ Carol: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” – John Rasley Congregation 
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Congregation Carol: LSB#359 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–2): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (sts. 1–2, 4): German, 16th cent.; (st. 3): Friedrich L. C. Layriz, 1808–59; (st. 3): tr. Harriet R. K. 
Spaeth, 1845–1925; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Third Lesson  
Reading: Luke 2:1-7  

1In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3And all 

went to be registered, each to his own town. 4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from 
the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he 
was of the house and lineage of David, 5to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was 

with child. 6And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7And she gave 
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 
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Organ Solo: “Gesu Bambino” – Pietro Yon 

 

When blossoms flower e’re ‘mid the snows, upon a winter night, was born the child, the Christmas 
rose, the king of love and light. The angels sang, the shepherds sang, the grateful earth rejoiced; 
and at his blessed birth the stars their exultation voiced. Oh come let us adore him, O come let us 

adore him, O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

  

Fourth Lesson  

Reading: Luke 2:8-10 
8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for 

behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 
 

Organ Carol: “On Christmas Night” – David Paxton 

 

Carol: Congregation: LSB #377 “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing” 
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Text and tune: English 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Fifth Lesson  

Reading: Isaiah 40:11  

11He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
 he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 
 and gently lead those that are with young. 

Voluntary: “He Shall Feed His Flock”  

George F. Handel   arr. Ross Anderson from The Messiah 

 
 

Offertory 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The Devotion 
 
Heavenly Father, You stir the hearts of Your faithful to prepare us for the advent of Your 
Son. We implore You, feed us continually with Your Word and Sacraments as we look for 
His return. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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O Lord, by the ministry of Your Holy Church prepare the way for Your Son’s return in glory. 
Send forth faithful pastors to proclaim Your Law and Gospel, and grant hearers ears to 
listen and hearts to receive their words in faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Almighty God, You preserved Jesse’s faithful line by the incarnation of Your Son. Give 
families and individuals strength to faithfully fulfill their vocations to love and forgive one 
another, that we may be trained up in Your fear, love and trust. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Lord God, Your Son rules over creation with justice and righteousness. Endow those in 
authority with the desire and ability to protect the innocent, punish the wicked and work for 
the common welfare. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Compassionate Lord, as we await the day when the wolf will dwell alongside the lamb and 
pain and destruction are no more, grant us patience, comfort and healing, according to 
Your will. Hear our prayers for all the sick, [especially _____________,] and give wisdom 
and skill to all medical professionals who care for them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, and make ready the way of Your only begotten Son, who comes 
to us this day in His true body and precious blood for the forgiveness of our sins. May all 
who feast upon Him do so in repentance and faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, grant that we may be kept in joy and sustained in hope through every 
trouble and trial of this mortal life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sixth Lesson  

Reading: Luke 2:13  
13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and 

saying, 
 

Organ Carol: “Angels We Have Heard on High” – Henry Balcomb 
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Congregation Carol: LSB #368 “Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. 
Text and tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Seventh Lesson  

Reading: Matthew 2:1-2  
1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, 

wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king 
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 

Organ Carol: “What Child Is This?” – Rob Roy Peery  
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Congregation Carol: LSB #370 “What Child Is This” 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98 
Tune: English, 16th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Eighth Lesson  
 

Reading: John 1:14 
14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Vocal Solo: “The Birthday of a King” – Wm. Howard Neidlinger 

 
In the little village of Bethlehem, there lay a Child one day, and the sky was bright with a holy 

light o’er the place where Jesus lay. Alleluia! O how the angels sang, Alleluia! How it rang! And the 
sky was bright with a holy light, ‘twas the birthday of a King. 
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Ninth Lesson 
Reading: Isaiah 60:1, 3-4a  

1Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 

3And nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your rising. 

4Lift up your eyes all around, and see; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 

Organ Carol: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” –Edward Broughton 

Congregation Carol: LSB #379 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” v. 1-3 

   

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. 
Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
 

Announcements 
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Closing prayer 
C Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev’ryone what He has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and proudly bear His name. 
He recalls His promises and leads His people forth in joy 
with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
Benediction 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

 
 

 
Recessional Hymn #387 ‒ “Joy to the World” 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Organ Postlude –  “Joy to the World” –George F. Handel 
  arr. Franklin Ritter 
                                   

Those Serving Today: 
Pastor Charles Minetree     
Lay reader    Mark Smith 
Director of Music   Muriel Hopkins 
Altar Guild    Elaine Schwab/Phyllis Rebstock 
 
 
Birthdays This Week: 
5 Russell Greensfelder 
9 Kristine Wegner 
10 Ava Risi 
   
This Week at Immanuel: 
 
Sunday December 4 9 am  Adult Bible Study 
    Sunday School, kids ages 3-12 
  10 am Worship 
  3 pm  Baltimore Choral Arts Society Concert 
 
Thursday December 8 7 pm  Choir practice 
 
Sunday December 11 9 am  Adult Bible Study 
    Sunday School, kids ages 3-12 
  10 am Worship Choir Lessons and Carols  

 
 
 
   

Ministry Notes 
 

Message from New Refuge Congregation 
 

Praise the Lord, finally we got the keys to our [new] building yesterday.  Our Pastor Carolyn 
Marshall and congregation want to thank Immanuel Lutheran officials and congregation for 
making our time in your church felt like home.  I personally want to thank Pastor Witt, Ms. 

Teresa, and Ms. Deborah for the hospitality shown us. 

 
Children’s Service practice, Saturday, December 17th, 10 am.  Calling all kids through 

high school.  Our once-a-year service is December 18th at 10 am.  You are God’s Best 
Lights to Shine to share this amazing message.  Plan to attend Sundays in December and 
on Saturday, December 17th so we can rehearse our lines to shine for Him at His birthday.  
Questions?  Emalee Smith 410-206-3764. 
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ADULT BIBLE CLASS is meeting at 9 am on Sundays in the Pastor’s office.  We are 
looking at hymns found in the Lutheran Service Book.  This is a Bible study of those hymns 
to gain a deeper appreciation of God’s Word found in them.  
 
 
 

 
Sunday, December 11: Third Sunday in Advent: Choir Lessons and Carols. 
We will experience a traditional Lessons & Carols Service, with nine Bible readings and 
nine sung Carols based on the readings. The Choir will sing some of the Carols alternating 
with the Congregation. 
 
Sunday, December 18: Fourth Sunday in Advent: Traditional Children's Carol Service. 
 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24th, 9pm, Candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
-Heavenly Father, we pray that You be glorified through the effort of our ’Til All Have Heard 
Ministry.  Guide us and Pastor Witt as we seek and pursue avenues to declare that Your 
Kingdom is coming clearly and powerfully.  Give us the opportunity to plant, water, and 
harvest for Your Kingdom according to Your will, and grant patience to wait on Your timing 
and purposes.  Lord, in Your mercy/Let us pray to the Lord ….. 
 
-The end of war, and peace for Ukraine 
-Ray Ward who is at home with COVID 
-Eric Paye, who is in the hospital following complications from surgery 
-Naomi, sister-in-law of Rick Kruelle, who is having health issues 
-John Pickering, who has a broken arm 
-The family of Helen Leopold, who went to her eternal home on September 17th 
-Rosemarie Wilson, the daughter of Filleseta James, for return of strength in her left leg 
-Joyce Marani who is ill 
-Deborah Thomas and her family 
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-Bill Hermann, now recuperating at home.  
-Joseph Woah-tee missing, and whereabouts unknown 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 

 
2022 Poinsettia order form  

Last day to order December 12th 

 

 I do intend to order Poinsettias this holiday season 

 

_______ quantity, white 

 

_______ quantity, marble 

 

_______ quantity, tapestry 

 

Cost:  $15/each; make check payable to Immanuel Altar Guild 

 

Please indicate if order is “in memory of”, or “in honor of 

or “in glory to”.  Show selection of wording below and provide name 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAME:  _______________________________ 

 

 

Please return this form to the church office as soon as possible or give to Denise 

Waicker.  You may also email your response to  

Denisewaicker@mac.com 

Thank you 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

mailto:Denisewaicker@mac.com

