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PALM SUNDAY/SUNDAY OF THE 

PASSION 
 

This Is the Day 
 

April 2, 2023 
 
 
 

AS WE GATHER 
 

Today is a very special day. This is true not only because it is Palm Sunday and the 
beginning of Holy Week; today is a very special day because the Word of God is 
proclaimed in our hearing. In this present hour, in this very house of the Lord, His Word 
delivers to us the saving work of Jesus. Far from being a detached dispatch from a distant 
deity, this Word of God is living and active, inspired by the life-giving Spirit who, this very 
day, brings us to the King who humbled Himself by becoming “obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross” (Philippians 2:8). As we gather again in the presence of our 
crucified and risen King, may we join with the ancients and say, “This is the day that the 
LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). 
 
 

Organ Prelude –  1.  “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain” 
    2. “My Song is Love Unknown” 
    3. “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna” 

Settings by Michael Burkhardt (b. 1957) 
 
 

 PROCESSION OF PALMS  

 
If the procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. 
If the congregation is already seated in the nave, it now stands and faces the processional cross at 
the entrance to the nave. 
 
GREETING 
 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Hosanna to the Son of David. 
 
 

COLLECT 
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Pastor: Let us pray. 
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, 
gathered to greet Your dearly beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, 
grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He comes again, may 
go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the 
way that leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 12:12–19
 (The triumphal entry) 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
 
 
 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 
14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 

16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
17The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him 
was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You 
see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 
 

 
Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Pastor: Let us go forth in peace, 
People: in the name of the Lord. 
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HYMN#442  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”   

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762–821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584–1635, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following: 
 
Pastor: Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
People: Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
 
 

INVOCATION 

 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION  

 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, on this day when we remember Your entry into Jerusalem as King 
and Savior, we walk with You to Your cross, where Your righteousness is 
given to all who believe. Search our hearts and minds that we may receive 
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Your Word, share in Your Spirit, and be renewed in our relationships with You 
and with one another. 

 
We take a moment of silence for personal prayers of confession. 
 
Pastor: With humble hearts, let us pray together. 
People: Lord Jesus, the Father’s only Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

hear us as we pray. 
 
Pastor: You reign over all things and yet humbled Yourself for our salvation. 
People: We confess that our rebellion against You in thought, word, and action is 

the reason why You entered into this world. 
 
Pastor: It is why You passed through the gates of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and why 

You laid down Your life upon Calvary’s cross on Good Friday— 
People: to forgive our sins, to redeem our lives, and to cancel the debt we owe to 

God. 
 
Pastor: With hearts that are humble and lives that are grateful, help us to receive Your 

grace and bow before You in worship, 
People: confessing that You alone are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 
 
Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, shows His mercy to us in the sending of 

His only Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords. The One who entered into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday was handed over to death upon the cross so that 
we may be reconciled to the Father and granted His remission, full and free. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, I therefore forgive you all your sins 
in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son to take upon Himself our 
flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. 

People: Rejoicing in Your mercy to us this day, enable us to follow our Savior, 
walking with Him to His cross and sharing with Him in His resurrection. 

 
Pastor: We pray this in the name of our humble King, Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
People: Amen. 
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 WORD  
 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4–9a 
 (“The LORD God helps me.”) 
 

4The Lord GOD has given me 
 the tongue of those who are taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with a word 
 him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
 he awakens my ear 
 to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
 and I was not rebellious; 
 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 
 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 
I hid not my face 
 from disgrace and spitting. 

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 
 therefore I have not been disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a flint, 
 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 
 8He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
 Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM –  “The Holy City” 

words by F.E. Weatherly (1848-1929) and music by Stephen Adams (1844-1913) 

 

PSALM Psalm 118:19–29
 (We bless the LORD who opens the gates of righteousness.) 
 
Pastor: Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give 

thanks to the LORD. 
People: This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 
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Pastor: I thank You that You have answered me and have become my salvation. 
People: The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 
 
Pastor: This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
People: This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Pastor: Save us, we pray, O LORD! O LORD, we pray, give us success! 
People: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD! 
 
Pastor: We bless you from the house of the LORD. 
People: The LORD is God, and He has made His light to shine upon us. 
 
Lector: Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, up to the horns of the altar! 
People: You are my God, and I will give thanks to You; You are my God; I will extol You. 
 
Pastor: Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 
People: for His steadfast love endures forever! 
 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:5–11
 (Jesus humbled Himself to the point of death.) 
 

 5Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7but made 
himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even 
death on a cross. 9Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven 
and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father. 
  
Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 12:12-19 
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 12The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming 
to Jerusalem. 13So they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” 
14And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it, just as it is written, 

15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; 
behold, your king is coming, 
 sitting on a donkey’s colt!” 
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16His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then 
they remembered that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. 
17The crowd that had been with him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him 
from the dead continued to bear witness. 18The reason why the crowd went to meet him 
was that they heard he had done this sign. 19So the Pharisees said to one another, “You 
see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ.   
 
  

CREED Nicene Creed 
 

People: I believe in one God, 
 the Father Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth 
  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
 the only-begotten Son of God, 
 begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
 God of God, Light of Light, 
 very God of very God, 
 begotten, not made, 
 being of one substance with the Father, 
 by whom all things were made; 
 who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
 and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
 and was made man; 
 and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
 He suffered and was buried. 
 And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
  and ascended into heaven 
 and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 
dead, 
 whose kingdom will have no end. 
 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the Lord and giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
 who spoke by the prophets. 
 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
 I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
 and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
 and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY# 444  – “No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958, alt. 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 
Tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

SERMON 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH Psalm 118:23 
 

Pastor: Because of the Spirit’s intercession, the gates of righteousness are opened to 
us. 

People: “This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
 
Pastor: Confident in our Father’s mercy, let us come before Him in the name of our 

Savior, Jesus Christ, trusting that our prayers will be answered according to 
His good and gracious will. 
Gracious Father, we join with the masses of people, past and present, who 
enter Your gates with thanksgiving and courts with praise as we begin Holy 
Week. With humility and faith, we walk with our Savior as He journeys to the 
cross for our salvation. And so we pray: 

People: help us to trust in Him. 
 
Pastor: Giver of every blessing, You alone are the One who exchanges the rags of our 

sin for the robe of Your righteousness. Because of the innocent blood of 
Christ, offered for us on Calvary’s tree, we are granted Your cleansing and 
pardon. By Your grace alone, we, through faith, receive the benefits of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. As we look to our Savior during this week of His 
passion: 

People: help us to trust in Him. 
 
Pastor: Your Son is the reason we rejoice this day as we come into Your merciful 

presence to receive You as You humble Yourself for us, serving us by Your 
Word and Spirit. With hearts ready to receive and mouths ready to share with 
others the confession of Your saving name, grant that Jesus be glorified 
throughout His Church on earth, here among us in this congregation and 
wherever His Gospel is proclaimed. We ask You, Father: 

People: help us to trust in Him. 
 
Pastor: Sovereign Lord, all nations will bow down to You on the day of Your glorious 

return. Until that day of resurrection, we know that You reign over all things in 
heaven and on earth. Guide the nations of the world to walk in peace and to 
know the benefits that come from Your hand alone. Bless our local community, 
our state, and our nation, raising up godly leaders among us and guiding those 
who lay down their lives for the benefit of their neighbors. As we confess our 
Savior and King before the world He died to save: 

People: help us to trust in Him. 
 
Pastor: Restorer of the broken and Physician of both soul and body, look with mercy 

upon those who are sick, homebound, hospitalized, recovering, or awaiting 
medical procedures. This day we name before You [names], that they may 
experience Your merciful presence, healing, and comfort in their lives. 
Commending them and ourselves to Your care, we pray: 
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People: help us to trust in Jesus, who died and rose again so we may receive 
Your righteousness. 

 
Pastor: We ask for this grace in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with You, O Father, in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Because of the Father’s faithfulness, the gates of righteousness are opened to 
us. 

People: “This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
 
 

VOLUNTARY – “Meditation on Rockingham” Stanley Saxton (1904-2002) 

 
 
OFFERING 

(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our 
financial resources.  If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect 
you to give an offering.  For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is 
completely dependent upon your generous giving.  Our offering is a significant act of 
worship.) 
 
 

Offertory  
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 SACRAMENT  
 
 

Preface  

 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who accomplished the salvation of mankind by the tree of the 
cross that, where death arose, there life also might rise again and that the 
serpent who overcame by the tree of the garden might likewise by the tree of 
the cross be overcome. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus 
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Prayer Of Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor: Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have shown us Your 
mercy once again this day and have given Your only-begotten Son that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. We give You 
thanks for the redemption You have prepared for us through Jesus Christ, the 
humble King who journeys to the cross for our salvation and who calls us to 
lives that walk with Him by faith. Send Your Holy Spirit to us now that our 
hearts may be prepared to receive Your good gifts and joyfully remember our 
Redeemer who comes to us in His body and blood. 
 
Hear us as we pray in His name and in the words He has taught us: 

 
Lord’s Prayer  

 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be Thy name, 
 Thy kingdom come, 
 Thy will be done on earth 
  as it is in heaven; 
 give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses 
  as we forgive those  
  who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
 and the power and the glory 
 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

The Words Of Our Lord  

 

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: 
“Take, eat; this is My  body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance 
of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given 
thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new 
testament in My  blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This 
do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
 

Pax Domini Psalm 118:23 

 

Pastor: Because of our Savior’s grace, the gates of righteousness are opened to us. 
People: “This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
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Pastor: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
People: Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN 
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Hymn# 563 – “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”  

 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 
To claim my mansion in the skies, 
This then shall be my only plea: 
Jesus hath lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be endless praise to Thee, 
Whose boundless mercy hath for me, 
For me, and all Thy hands have made, 
An everlasting ransom paid. 

 
 
Text: Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, 1700–60; tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–91, alt. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–93 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

 
 
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE   

 
  



15 
 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

POST-COMMUNION THANKSGIVING 
 

Pastor: Let us pray. 
O God the Father, who in love and mercy sent Your only-begotten Son into the 
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 
this Sacrament. Strengthen us in the certainty of our Savior’s saving work that 
we may rejoice this day and every day because of the faithful love You have 
shown to us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SINGERS – “Hosanna” 

Words and music by Carl Tuttle (b. 1953) 

Directed by Emalee Smith and accompanied by Elaine Schwab 

 
 

Benediction Numbers 6:24–26; Psalm 118:23 
 
Pastor: Because of Jesus’ blessing, the gates of righteousness are opened to us. 
People: “This is the LORD’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.” 
 
Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 

People: Amen. 
 
 

HYMN# 543 – “What Wondrous Love Is This”  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: A General Selection of . . . Hymns and Spiritual Songs, 1811, Lynchburg, alt. 
Tune: Southern Harmony, 1835, New Haven 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A Quarter 2. 
Copyright © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Organ Postlude –  “Oh, Love, How Deep” Walter Pelz (b. 1926) 
 
 

Those Serving Today: 
Pastor    Rev. Lucas Witt 
Lay Reader    Rick Kruelle 
Director of Music   Muriel Hopkins 
Altar Guild    Mary Ruble/Rita Alcarese/Sharon Minetree    
 
Birthdays This Week: Anniversaries This Week: 
3 Bruce Greensfelder  6 Manix and Yassah Paye 
 Yassah Kemezee  
5 Christopher Minetree 
  
 
This Week at Immanuel: 
Sunday April 2 10 am Worship & Holy Communion 
 Palm Sunday   Board of Lay Ministry fellowship lunch 

 
Thursday April 6 12:10/7 pm Worship & Holy Communion 

Holy Thursday 
 

Friday April 7 12:10/7 pm Worship  
Good Friday 
 

Sunday April 9 8 am Worship & Holy Communion 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 
   10 am Worship & Holy Communion   
 
 

 

Ministry Notes 
 

Board of Lay Ministry meeting fellowship brunch directly after Church today at Charly’s Sue 
Creek, 2015 Turkey Point Road, Essex, $30/person not including gratuity.  Limited to 25 

guests.  Contact Denise Waicker 443-981-0019 or dwaicker@mac.com 
 

Trumpets  
We are collecting donations to fund the trumpets for Easter Sunday service.  Please make 

checks payable to Immanuel Lutheran Church and note that it is for the trumpets, or cash in 
an envelope with the note “Trumpets”. 

 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 1, 6 pm to 10 pm Saints Driving Forward, 2023 Bid for Kids Dinner 

and Auction.  Help Concordia raise money for a new bus!  Evening includes Silent Auction, 



18 
 

Live Auction, $10,000 raffle drawing, Wine Pull, Door prizes …. and more.  Visit CPS 
website (concordiaprepschool.org) for more details. 
 
Saturday, APRIL 22nd, 9 am to 1 pm Spring Flea Market at Immanuel.  Space rental $10.  
Bring your own table, or rent a table for $10.  Set up begins at 8 am.  Contact Teresa in the 
office (410-435-6861) for reservations or information. 
 
APRIL 27, 28, 29, and 30 (Thursday through Sunday) – Concordia Preparatory School 

Theatre Department Presents: Hairspray (The Broadway Musical).  Hours are 

Thursday, dinner theatre 6:30 pm, Friday, 7:00 p.m., Saturday, 7:00 p.m., and Sunday 2:00 
p.m.  Ticket sales will be available at concordiaprepschool.org. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
-Heavenly Father, we pray that You be glorified through the effort of our ’Til All Have Heard 
Ministry.  Guide us and Pastor Witt as we seek and pursue avenues to declare that Your 
Kingdom is coming clearly and powerfully.  Give us the opportunity to plant, water, and 
harvest for Your Kingdom according to Your will, and grant patience to wait on Your timing 
and purposes.  Lord, in Your mercy/Let us pray to the Lord ….. 
 
-The end of war, and peace for Ukraine 
-Victims of the tornadoes in Mississippi, Tennessee, and Alabama 
-Earthquake victims in Turkey and Syria 
-Bradley Will, son of Ray, who is losing his battle with cancer 
-Naomi and John Kruelle, health issues 
-Nephew of Margaret Mitchell, who has passed away, and fiance of niece, Sharon, who 
also passed away 
-Leola Ivory, extended family of Delores Harvey, who is in hospice care 
-Susan Shock, sister-in-law to Cathy-Jo Bland, who was diagnosed with cancer 
-Debbie Frech, being treated for recurrence of cancer 
-Dottie Frech, mother of Debbie, now living at Augsburg in the Memory Care Unit 
-Anna Lietzau, who is hospital 
-Tom Manager, who is at Lorien Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Bel Air, MD 
-Diana, friend of Denise Waicker, who has been diagnosed with cancer 
-William Staton, nephew of Lola Barnes, who is still recovering from heart transplant 
surgery 
-John Rebstock with kidney failure and diabetes 
-Elaine Schwab’s brother-in-law who has been diagnosed with cancer 
-Ray Will who is recovering from surgery 
-John Pickering, who has a broken arm 
-Rosemarie Wilson, the daughter of Filleseta James, for return of strength in her left leg 
-Bill Hermann, now recuperating at home.  
-Joseph Woah-tee missing, and whereabouts unknown 

 


