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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 
10:00 a.m. 

 
THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we are 
committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.   

We build relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the 
Community Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and 

Savior. 
 
 
GOD’S MISSION FOR IMMANUEL 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a community of God’s people rooted, nourished, and 
educated in the Word of God, to include all people in its fellowship for the sake of Christ, 
and for their eternal salvation. 
 
WELCOME VISITORS! 
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today.  If you 
have no church home, we invite you to make your home among us. 
 
COMMUNION AT IMMANUEL 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today!  According to God’s Word, you may commune with 
us if you: 
• Have been baptized in the name of the Triune God, 
• Have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son, and your personal Savior from sin, death, and 
the devil, 
• Have examined yourselves and recognize that you have sin that needs forgiveness, hurt 
that needs healing, faith that needs strengthening, 
• Believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive the true Body and Blood 
of the risen Christ, (1 Corinthians 10:16) 
• Believe that the body and blood of the Lord will grant you forgiveness of your sins and 
new life. 
• Desire to amend your sinfulness and live a life pleasing to God and in fellowship with His 
Church, 
• Understand that to partake of the sacrament without examining yourself and recognizing 
the real presence of Christ’s Body and Blood is to do so to your harm (1 Corinthians 11:27).  
If you do not agree with the above, or have questions, please see Pastor before 
communing at Immanuel.  
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Organ Prelude –  “O, How Beautiful the Sky” Paul Manz (1919-2009) 

Dejlig er den Himmel blaa (Danish carol) 

 
Processional Hymn #873 ‒ “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies” 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88 
Tune: attr. Johann G. Werner, 1777–1822 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Divine Service, Setting One 

 
Confession and Absolution 
 

Stand 
 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 
Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
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C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. 
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our 
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake 

forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 
Stand 

 

Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 119:9-16; antiphon: v. 12  
 
(Chanted by all) 

 

Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 
How can a young man keep his | way pure?* 
 By guarding it according | to your word. 
With my whole heart I | seek you;* 
 let me not wander from your com- | mandments! 
I have stored up your word | in my heart,* 
 that I might not sin a- | gainst you. 
Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 
With my lips | I declare* 
 all the just decrees | of your mouth. 
In the way of your testimonies | I delight* 
 as much as in all | riches. 
I will meditate on your | precepts* 
 and fix my eyes | on your ways. 
I will delight in your | statutes;* 
 I will not for- | get your word. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
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 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Blessèd are you, | O LORD;* 
 teach me your | statutes! 

 

Kyrie 
 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 
 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
 
A For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the 
Lord. 

 
 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

 
Hymn of Praise  
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Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us pray. 

O Lord, keep Your family the Church continually in the true faith that, relying on the 
hope of Your heavenly grace, we may ever be defended by Your mighty power; 
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through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

   
 C Amen. 

 
Sit 
 
Old Testament Reading  Isaiah 58:3-9a 
 

3“‘Why have we fasted, and you see it not? 
 Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?’ 
Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own pleasure, 
 and oppress all your workers. 
4Behold, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
 and to hit with a wicked fist. 
Fasting like yours this day 
 will not make your voice to be heard on high. 
5Is such the fast that I choose, 
 a day for a person to humble himself? 
Is it to bow down his head like a reed, 
 and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? 
Will you call this a fast, 
 and a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6“Is not this the fast that I choose: 
 to loose the bonds of wickedness, 
 to undo the straps of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
 and to break every yoke? 
7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry 
 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover him, 
 and not to hide yourself from your own flesh? 
8Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, 
 and your healing shall spring up speedily; 
your righteousness shall go before you; 
 the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 
9Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 
 you shall cry, and he will say, ‘Here I am.’” 

 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM –  “Bring Forth the Kingdom” Marty Haugen (b. 1950) 

 (Based on today’s Gospel reading) 
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Epistle 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 
 
 1And I, when I came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of 
God with lofty speech or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. 3And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
4and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of 
men but in the power of God. 
 6Yet among the mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or of 
the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 7But we impart a secret and hidden 
wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of 
this age understood this, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
9But, as it is written, 

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
 nor the heart of man imagined, 
what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, 
even the depths of God. 11For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that 
person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the 
Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. 13And we impart this in 
words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to 
those who are spiritual. 
 14The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to 
him, and he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15The 
spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 16“For who has 
understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of Christ. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
 
Common Alleluia  
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Holy Gospel Matthew 5:13-20 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifth chapter. 
  

 
  

  

 13[Jesus said:] “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and 
trampled under people’s feet. 
 14“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do people 
light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. 
 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, 
not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore whoever 
relaxes one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be 
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and teaches them will be 
called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds 
that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 
 
 

Sit 
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Hymn of the Day #578 ‒ “Thy Strong Word” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 6 God the Father, light-creator, 
    To Thee laud and honor be. 
To Thee, Light of Light begotten, 
    Praise be sung eternally. 
Holy Spirit, light-revealer, 
    Glory, glory be to Thee. 
Mortals, angels, now and ever 
    Praise the holy Trinity! 
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Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–76 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon –  

Guest proclaimer:  Headmaster Brent Johnson, Concordia Preparatory School 

 

Stand 
 
Apostles' Creed  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
Sit 
 

VOLUNTARY – Reflection on “Conditor alme siderum” David Lasky (b. 1957) 

Creator of the Stars of Night 

 
 
Offering 
(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our 
financial resources.  If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect 
you to give an offering.  For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is 
completely dependent upon your generous giving.  Our offering is a significant act of 
worship.) 
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Stand 
 

Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 
P    
 
Brief silence 
 
Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to 
their needs. 
 
Almighty God, You delight to loose the bonds of wickedness and undo the straps of the 
heavy yoke, that freed from sin’s bondage, we may gladly receive Your blessings. Preserve 
us from the lie that You are a cruel oppressor, and give us thankful hearts to rejoice that 
You are the Giver of all good gifts. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
O Lord, give wisdom and courage to parents as they teach their children Your ways. Make 
our homes havens of peace in a quarrelsome, self-seeking world. Lord, in Your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, You declare that a young man may keep his way pure by guarding it 
according to Your Word. Protect children and youth against the siren calls of the devil, the 
world and their own sinful nature. Grant delight in Your testimonies as much as in all riches. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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Holy Father, cause healing to spring up speedily for the sake of Your Son. Have mercy 
upon those who suffer afflictions of sin in mind and body [especially _____________]. 
Where You permit trial to remain, preserve Your people in faith until the day when Your 
light breaks forth like the dawn. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Holy Spirit, that delivered from the spirit of this 
world, we may hold fast in faith to what You freely give us; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
 

+ Service of the Sacrament + 

Preface 
 
P  The Lord be with you. 

 
 
P  Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
P  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have 
made known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our 
mortal nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus  
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom 
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the 
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.   
 
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to 
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament.  Gather us 
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.  Graciously receive 
our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when 

He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 
this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, 
He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 
T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 

He comes. 
C  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat 

and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, 
Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your 
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ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in 
Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

 
Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Pax Domini 
 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

  
 

 
Exchange of Peace 

 

 
Agnus Dei 
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 Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
Distribution Hymn #411 ‒ “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 
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Stand 
 
Post-Communion Canticle   

 

 

 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this 
salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
 
 
Announcements:  Headmaster Johnson 

 
 
Benediction 
 P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
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Recessional Hymn #854 ‒ “Forth in Thy Name, O Lord, I Go” 
 

 

 

 
 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Barry L. Bobb, 1951 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: © 1981, 1982 Barry L. Bobb. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 

 

 
 

Organ Postlude –  “Earth and All Stars” Michael Burkhardt (b. 1957) 
                                   
 
 

Those Serving Today: 
Pastor    Rev. Charles Minetree 
Liturgist    Carolyn Henn 
Director of Music   Muriel Hopkins 
Altar Guild    Rita Alcarese/Nina Ward 
 
 
Birthdays This Week: 
9 Kristin Beatty 
10 Emalee Smith 
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This Week at Immanuel: 
 
Sunday February 5 9 am  Adult Bible Study 
     Sunday School, ages 3-12 
   10 am Worship & Holy Communion 
 
Thursday February 9 7 pm  Choir practice 
 
Saturday February 11 10 am Compassion Center 
 
Sunday February 12 9 am  Adult Bible Study 
     Sunday School, ages 3-12 
   10 am Worship & Holy Communion 
   11 am Board of Lay Ministry Meeting  
 
   

Ministry Notes 
 

This year our Wednesday Lent services will be catechetical in nature.  We will examine the 
10 Commandments in our preparation to walk with Christ to the Cross.  On Ash 
Wednesday will examine the First Commandment.  We will then proceed each Wednesday 
as follows: Commandments 2 and 3, Commandments 4 and 6, Commandments 5 and 7, 
Commandment 8, and Commandments 9 and 10. Our Wednesday Lent Services begin on 
February 22nd through March 29th.  Services will be held at 12:10 pm and 7:00 pm. Holy 
Communion will be celebrated on Ash Wednesday with the imputation of Ashes. 
 

FEBRUARY 12 Board of Lay Ministry Meeting following service.  All invited to 
participate. 
 
DATE CHANGE — Voters Meeting Now Set for Sunday, February 26 
The winter Voters Assembly will take place on Sunday, February 26 in the sanctuary 
immediately following the worship service.  The primary agenda items will be a 2022 
Ministry Report which provides information on ministry activities here at Immanuel over the 
past twelve months and the presentation of the 2023 Budget.  We will also hear a special 
Missionary Report from Pastor Witt detailing his recent activities and sharing some exciting 
new plans for the coming year.  Please put this date on your calendar now and plan to join 
us for this important meeting. (1/22, 1/29, 2/5) 

 
ADULT BIBLE CLASS is meeting at 9 am on Sundays in the Pastor’s office.  We are 
looking at hymns found in the Lutheran Service Book.  This is a Bible study of those hymns 
to gain a deeper appreciation of God’s Word found in them.   The January schedule began 
the 8th: 

 
February 5 Hymn# 537 Beautiful Savior 
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SAVE THE DATE, SATURDAY, MARCH 25, LRIA Community Bingo Fundraiser. 
Doors open 1 pm.  Details available on our website immanuellutheran.org. 
 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
-Heavenly Father, we pray that You be glorified through the effort of our ’Til All Have Heard 
Ministry.  Guide us and Pastor Witt as we seek and pursue avenues to declare that Your 
Kingdom is coming clearly and powerfully.  Give us the opportunity to plant, water, and 
harvest for Your Kingdom according to Your will, and grant patience to wait on Your timing 
and purposes.  Lord, in Your mercy/Let us pray to the Lord ….. 
 
-The end of war, and peace for Ukraine 
-John Rebstock with kidney failure and diabetes 
-Elaine Schwab’s brother-in-law who has been diagnosed with cancer 
-Ray Will who is recovering from surgery 
-John Pickering, who has a broken arm 
-Rosemarie Wilson, the daughter of Filleseta James, for return of strength in her left leg 
-Deborah Thomas and her family 
-Bill Hermann, now recuperating at home.  
-Joseph Woah-tee missing, and whereabouts unknown 
 

 


