Immanuel Lutheran Church
Seventh Sunday Epiphany
February 23, 2025
10:00 a.m.

THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we are
committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.
We build relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the
Community Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior.

Building on Christ, Equipping for the Future

The Five-fold function of the Church: Worship, Education, Fellowship, Service,
and Evangelism

WELCOME VISITORS!
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today. If you have no
church home, we invite you to make your home among us.

COMMUNION AT IMMANUEL

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today! According to God’s Word, you may commune with us if
you:

» Have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

» Have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son, and your personal Savior from sin, death, and the
devil,

» Have examined yourselves and recognize that you have sin that needs forgiveness, hurt that
needs healing, faith that needs strengthening,

* Believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive the true Body and Blood of the
risen Christ, (1 Corinthians 10:16)

* Believe that the body and blood of the Lord will grant you forgiveness of your sins and new life.

* Desire to amend your sinfulness and live a life pleasing to God and in fellowship with His Church,
» Understand that to partake of the sacrament without examining yourself and recognizing the real
presence of Christ's Body and Blood is to do so to your harm (1 Corinthians 11:27). If you do not
agree with the above, or have questions, please see Pastor before communing at Immanuel.



ORGAN PRELUDE ~ “ Adoration”

Florence Price (1887-1953)
She was the first African-American woman to have a composition played by a major orchestra

Processional Hymn #395 — “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”
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our hearts now shine; There light a flame un - dy - ing!
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Rich in bless-ing! Rule and might o’er all pos - sess - ing!
And dis-tress us, Yet with heav’n-1ly joy You bless us.

God’s own
Keeps us

For You teach us

Life for - ev - er,

love through You has reached
Yours and fails

us.

us nev - er!



Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.

Text and tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312
Tune: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting One

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P} In the name of the Father and of the ~I~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.

[P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.
We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy
name. Amen.

P) Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake
forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
1+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 37:1-5; antiphon: w. 7a, b
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Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;*
fret not yourself over the one who prospers | in his way.
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Fret not yourself because of evil- | doers;*
be not envious of wrong- | doers!
For they will soon fade | like the grass*
and wither like the | green herb.
Trust in the LORD, | and do good;*
dwell in the land and befriend | faithfulness.
Delight yourself | in the LORD,*
and he will give you the desires | of your heart.
Commit your way | to the LORD;*
trust in him, and | he will act.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Be still before the LORD and wait patiently | for him;*
fret not yourself over the one who prospers | in his way.

Kyrie
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.



>':3
i

P ——

Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

f)

&’ r I
—d = &

Q) ~—

A - men,
Hymn of Praise
Gloriain Excelsis
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One,

You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,

BEL

ﬁ — F‘_= — |
4},. v o e = o - r | \ | I
ANIY 17 I "4 i & o

~——

y
in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P] The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

P) Let us pray.
O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power
we may be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:3-15

3 Joseph said to his brothers, “l am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could
not answer him, for they were dismayed at his presence.

4So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he
said, “l am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. >And now do not be distressed
or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to
preserve life. °For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five
years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. ‘And God sent me before you to
preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was
not you who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all
his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. °Hurry and go up to my father and say to
him, ‘Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me;
do not tarry. °You shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and
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your children and your children’s children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you
have. 1There | will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come, so that
you and your household, and all that you have, do not come to poverty.” *2And now your
eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my mouth that speaks to you.
13You must tell my father of all my honor in Egypt, and of all that you have seen. Hurry and
bring my father down here.” “Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, and
Benjamin wept upon his neck. >And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. After
that his brothers talked with him.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8
9 *
{r = - (Chanted by all)
R SeT e
Praise the LORD, all | nations!*
Extol him, all | peoples!
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,*
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever.
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;*
bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts!

Epistle 1 Corinthians 15:21-26; 30-45

2For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
22For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 22But each in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ. 2#Then comes
the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and
every authority and power. 2°For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his
feet. 26The last enemy to be destroyed is death. . . .

30WwWhy am I in danger every hour? 3! protest, brothers, by my pride in you, which | have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, | die every day! *?What do | gain if, humanly speaking, | fought with
beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.”
33Do not be deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” **Wake up from your drunken
stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. | say
this to your shame.



35But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they
come?” 3¢You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. *’And
what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some
other grain. 3But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own
body. 3°For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals,
another for birds, and another for fish. “°There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but
the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. ' There is
one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star
differs from star in glory.

4230 is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is
imperishable.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Common Alleluia
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Holy Gospel Luke 6:27-38

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixth chapter.
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Glo - ry to Youu, O Lord.

27[Jesus said:] “But | say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate
you, ?8bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. ?°To one who strikes you
on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold
your tunic either. 3°Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away
your goods do not demand them back. 3*And as you wish that others would do to you, do
so to them.



32“If you love those who love you, what benefit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. 3And if you do good to those who do good to you, what benefit is that to
you? For even sinners do the same. 3*And if you lend to those from whom you expect to
receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to get back the same
amount. 3°But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return, and
your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High, for he is kind to the
ungrateful and the evil. *®Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.

37“Judge not, and you will not be judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned;
forgive, and you will be forgiven; 8give, and it will be given to you. Good measure, pressed
down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with the measure you
use it will be measured back to you.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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H%mn of the Day #727 — “On Eagle’s Wings”
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Text and tune: Michael Joncas, 1951
Text and tune: © OCP Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312
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Sermon
Stand

Apostles' Creed
| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life *}« everlasting. Amen.

Sit
VOLUNTARY ~ “Prelude on Olivet”
arr. George M. Blake (1912-1986)
My Faith Looks Up to Thee, Sweet Lamb of Calvary
Offering

(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our
financial resources. If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect
you to give an offering. For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is
completely dependent upon your generous giving. Our offering is a significant act of
worship.)

Stand
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Offertory
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Prayer of the Church
(P)

Brief silence

Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to
their needs.

O Lord, Your servant Joseph endured hardship and struggle, yet he believed it would come
to good. Give us such tested faith, and bring all things to completion according to Your
purposes in Christ, the new Adam, who has brought hope to the world. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.

Preserve and unite Your Church, O Lord. Bring an end to her earthly divisions, which
grieve You. Give her the true unity of doctrine and faith in Your Word. Bless and sustain
our leaders in our Synod, district, circuit and this congregation. Lord, in Your mercy, hear
our prayer.

Almighty God, Your Son, our Lord, commanded us to love our enemies, do good to those
who hate us and pray for those who persecute us. We implore You, by Your gracious
visitation, lead our enemies to true repentance and to have the same love, be of one
accord, and share one mind and heart with us and with Your whole Church. Lord, in Your
mercy, hear our prayer.
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Merciful God, give us guidance amid the changes and chances of this mortal life. Deliver us
from the pangs of doubt and the paralysis of fear. Let us know our Lord, Jesus Christ, and
the power of His resurrection with joy, that we may not surrender to anxiety or despair.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Righteous Lord, uphold civil authority and those responsible for the welfare of our nation,
state and community. Help them steadfastly to pursue the cause of justice and protect life
from beginning to natural end. Guard all first responders, and protect those who defend us
here or abroad. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Heavenly Father, according to Your will grant healing to the sick and infirm [especially

]. Grant them patience to endure their time of suffering, and crown their
days with Your mercy. Let Your Holy Spirit so cleanse our hearts that we would love Your
Word, abide by it and, by Your grace, be saved forever; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the same Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament +
Preface
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And al - so with you.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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[P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord; for what had been hidden from before the foundation of the world You have made
known to the nations in Your Son. In Him, being found in the substance of our mortal
nature, You have manifested the fullness of Your glory. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.

Prayer of Thanksgiving

[P) Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom
You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the
all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to
forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us
together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive
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our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P] Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed ......

Lord's Prayer
P) Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Pax Domini
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Sit
Distribution
Distribution Hymn #394 — “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise”
n 1 i 1 1 Il A 1 |
| | | I | | ) | |
e e e T
S . .
1 Songs of thank - ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to Thee we raise,
2 Man -1i - fest at Jor-dan’sstream, Proph-et, Priest,and King su-preme;

3 Man -1 - fest

4 Sun andmoon shall dark-ened be,

in mak-ing whole Pal - sied limbs and faint - ing soul;

Stars shall fall, the heav’ns shall flee;

5 Grant us grace to see Thee, Lord, Pres - ent in Thy ho - ly Word—
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Man - i-fest-ed by the star To the sa - ges from a - far,
And at Ca-na wed-ding guest In Thy God-head man - i - fest;

Man - i-fest in val - iant fight,

Quell-ing all

the

dev - il’s might;

Christ willthen like light- ning shine, All  will see His glo-rious sign;
Grace to im - i - tate Thee now And be pure, as pure art Thou;
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Branch of roy-al Da-vid’s stem In Thy birth at Beth - le - hem:

Man - i - fest in pow’r di - vine,

Chang -ing wa - ter

in - to wine;

Man - i- fest in gra-cious will, Ev - er bring-ing good from ill;
All  will then the trum - pet hear, All will see the Judge ap-pear;
That we might be-come like Thee At Thy great e - piph - a - ny
f) .
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An - thems be to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
An - thems be to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -i - fest.
An - thems be to Thee ad-dressed, God in man made man -1 - fest.
Thou by all wilt be con-fessed, God in man made man -i - fest.
And may praise Thee, ev - er blest, God in man made man -1i - fest.

Text: Christopher Wordsworth, 1807—85, alt.

Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

Stand
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Post-Communion Canticle
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-'ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy
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with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le-1lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Post-Communion Collect

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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A - men.

Announcements

Benediction
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[P] The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

f)
o |
F 4N I
Fan W

-

ANIV
e) —

A - men.
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R%cessional Hymn #660 — “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus”
|

i — : o = p—— e —
ot rif =Efs ==

1 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus, Ye  sol-diers of the cross.

2 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The trum-pet call o - bey;

3 Stand up, stand wp for Je - sus; Stand in  His strength a - lone.

4 Stand up, stand up for Je - sus; The strife will not be long;
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Lift high His roy - al ban - ner; It must not suf-fer loss.
Stand forth in might-y con - flict In  this His glo-rious day.
The arm  of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own.
This day the din of bat - tle, The next the vic-tor’s song.
A e — — i =
P o ——— =
o e
From vic - t'ry un - to vic - try His ar - my He shall lead
Let all His faith-ful serve Him A - gainst un-num-bered foes;
Put on the Gos-pel ar - mor; Each piece put on with prayer.
The sol-diers, o - ver - com - ing, Their crown of life shall see
fg o : . ! : . :
&=

Till ev - 'ry foe is van-quished, And Christ is Lord in - deed.
Let cour-age rise with dan - ger  And strength to strength op - pose.
Where du - ty calls or dan - ger, Be nev - er want-ing there.
And with the King of Glo - ry  Shall reign e - ter - nal - ly.

Text: George Duffield, Jr., 1818-88, alt.

Tune: George J. Webb, 1803-87
Text and tune: Public domain

ORGAN POSTLUDE ~ “Ose Shalom”
arr. Christina Harmon (b. 1944)
“May the one who creates peace on high, bring peace to us. And we say: Amen”

Those Serving Today:

Pastor Rev. Lucas Witt

Liturgist Rick Kruelle

Lay Reader June Dennis

Director of Music Muriel Hopkins

Altar Guild Sharon Minetree/Phyllis Rebstock

Birthdays This Week:
25  Wendie Wegner
27  Joyce Marani
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This Week at Immanuel:

Sunday February 23 9:00 am Sunday school, ages 3-12
10:00 am Worship & Holy Communion
Post worship ADULT BIBLE STUDY
CANCELLED
Thursday February 27 7:00 pm Choir practice
Sunday March 2 9:00 am Sunday school, ages 3-12
10:00 am Worship & Holy Communion

Post worship ADULT BIBLE STUDY
CANCELLED; resumes
March 9

A donation to the Cemetery Fund in memory of Bill Hermann was
received from John and Tara Appler.

Ministry Notes

Sunday Adult Bible Class — CURRENTLY CLASS HAS PAUSED UNTIL SUNDAY, MARCH 9"

We meet immediately after 10 AM Divine Service in the conference room. Our topic will
be examining insights given in the book: Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes, Cultural
Studies in the Gospels by Kenneth E, Bailey. We will gain insights into some of the Bible
passages that are covered in the gospels.

Wednesday Lunch Bible Class. Cancelled through the Lenten season.
SAVE THE DATE, Saturday, April 51", Flea market (rain date, Saturday, April 12™)

PRAYER REQUESTS:

-Chip Powell, Pastor’s brother-in-law, who is having back problems

- Rosemarie Wilson, the daughter of Filleseta James, for return of strength in her left leg
-Elaine Mueller, who had hip surgery and is recovering well

-For peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, and Russia

-Bonnie and Joe Castrilli as she cares for her husband who has dementia

-Joseph Woah-tee missing, and whereabouts unknown
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