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THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 

The Spirit-Marked Servant 

 
January 11, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
AS WE GATHER 
 
Today we hear that divine promise in Isaiah 42, identifying Jesus as God’s chosen servant. 
From the beginning, however, we are told He is not only to be King of the Jews alone but a 
light to lighten the Gentiles also. The great news is that He is the Savior of and for all people, 
the descendants not only of Abraham but also of Adam and Noah! By repentance of sin and 
faith in Christ, worked by the same Spirit that marked Jesus as the chosen one at His 
Baptism, now all who are baptized into Christ—Jew or Gentile—are the chosen people of 
God. Praising and thanking God for calling and saving us, we echo the Gospel to all people in 
the words of the Psalm: “Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples!” (Psalm 117:1). 
 
 

 PREPARATION  
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HYMN #398 – “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed”  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 
INVOCATION 
 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
 
OPENING SENTENCES  
 
Pastor: I will go to the altar of God, 
People: to God my exceeding joy. 
 
Pastor: Praise the LORD, all nations! Extol Him, all peoples! 
People: For great is His steadfast love toward us, 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the LORD! 
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 
Pastor: Jesus Christ is God’s chosen one, who came and who comes again today to call 

everyone to salvation from sin and death and who makes all who are baptized in 
His name to be the chosen sons and daughters of God. Marked by the sacred 
waters of Holy Baptism, let us receive God’s assurance and promise of 
forgiveness. 

People: Almighty God, our dear Father in heaven, in Holy Baptism You have 
marked us with the sign of the holy cross upon our foreheads and upon 
our hearts to mark us as people of Your choosing to be redeemed by Christ 
the crucified. Open our eyes to Your light of freedom and forgiveness and 
to Your calling of us to be Your own chosen people of Your eternal 
kingdom. 

 
Pastor: Upon this your confession, the almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

who has given you the new birth of water and of the Spirit, has forgiven you all 
your sins. God strengthen you with His grace to life  everlasting. 

People: Amen. 
 
 
Introit Psalm 2:7-11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

 

(Chanted by all) 
 

 

Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,* 
 my chosen, in whom my | soul delights. 
I will tell of | the decree:* 
 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you. 
Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage,* 
 and the ends of the earth your pos- | session. 
You shall break them with a | rod of iron* 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.” 
Now therefore, O | kings, be wise;* 
 be warned, O rulers | of the earth. 
Serve the | LORD with fear,* 
 and rejoice with | trembling, 
for his wrath is quickly | kindled.* 
 Blessèd are all who take ref- | uge in him. 
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 
Behold my servant, whom | I uphold,* 
 my chosen, in whom my | soul delights. 
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Kyrie 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 

  

 
SALUTATION 
 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
Pastor:  Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him 
Your beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized 
in His name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of 
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everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C    Amen. 

 

Sit 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 42:1–9
 (The LORD’s chosen servant) 

1Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 
 my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my Spirit upon him; 
 he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
2He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, 
 or make it heard in the street; 
3a bruised reed he will not break, 
 and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; 
 he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be discouraged 
 till he has established justice in the earth; 
 and the coastlands wait for his law. 
5Thus says God, the LORD, 
 who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
 who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people on it 
 and spirit to those who walk in it: 
6“I am the LORD; I have called you in righteousness; 
 I will take you by the hand and keep you; 
I will give you as a covenant for the people, 
 a light for the nations, 
 7to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
 from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
8I am the LORD; that is my name; 
 my glory I give to no other, 
 nor my praise to carved idols. 
9Behold, the former things have come to pass, 
 and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth 
 I tell you of them.” 

  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
  



6 
 

Gradual Psalm 117:1-2a; 96:8 
 
(Chanted by all) 
 

Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 
 Extol him, all | peoples! 
For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 
 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures for- | ever. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due his name;* 
 bring an offering, and come in- | to his courts! 

 
EPISTLE Romans 6:1–11 
 (Dead to sin, alive to God) 
 
 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2By no means! 
How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him 
by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 
 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the 
body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 
one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ being raised from the dead will never die 
again; death no longer has dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for 
all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin 
and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
  

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 
Alleluia and Verse  
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HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 3:13–17  
 
Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 
People: Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 13Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would 
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But 
Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” 
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 
  

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
People: Praise to You, O Christ. 
 
Sit 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #411 – “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Kathleen Thomerson, 1934–2025 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002312 

 
 
 

 SERMON 
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CREED  
 

What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to 
all who believe this, as the words and promises of God declare. 

 Which are the words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be 
saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned.”  Mark 16:16 

 
 
Offering 
(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our 
financial resources.  If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect you 
to give an offering.  For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is completely 
dependent upon your generous giving.  Our offering is a significant act of worship.) 
 
Stand 
 
Offertory  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
Lector: All glory and praise to You, O God, for You have created all mankind in Your 

image to live in Your love and fellowship forever in Your eternal kingdom. By 
Your design, You have defeated the devil and the power of sin and death by the 
sacrifice of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and opened the kingdom of heaven 
to all believers. He became Your chosen one in His Baptism in the waters of the 
Jordan River and by Your Holy Spirit, in order that all who are baptized in His 
name and by the same Spirit may be restored to newness of life as Your chosen 
sons and daughters. Help us to extend the same invitation of Your mercy and 
grace to all people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Lector: Help us to live with integrity as people of Your own possession, guarding us from 

all evil and leading us safely in the ways of Your good and gracious will. Give to 
all in the authority of government a desire for good order to the promotion of 
freedom and faithfulness to the ways of peace. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Lector: To all who are yet enslaved by the darkness of sin and separation from You, 

cause the light of Your salvation to break forth that many may hear of Your 
deliverance and the hope of life and love by faith in the Savior and be drawn by 
the Spirit to Your covenant of Holy Baptism. Lord, in Your mercy,  

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Lector: We remember all the saints who have gone before us, [especially . . .]. Give us a 

heart of wisdom that when our last hour comes, we are granted a blessed end in 
the life of the world to come. Lord, in Your mercy, 

People: hear our prayer. 
 
Lector: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your 

mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
 
 

 SACRAMENT  
 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings 
You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your 
boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into 
our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not die eternally. 
Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who 
believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us 
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish 
but have eternal life. 

  
As the glory of Your presence once filled Your ancient temple, so in the incarnation 
of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You manifested the fullness of Your glory in human flesh. 

  
 We give You thanks that in His most Holy Supper You reveal Your glory to us. Grant 
us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood so that we may one day behold Your 
glory face to face. 

  
   Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
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Lord's Prayer 

 C Our Father who art in heaven, 
      hallowed be Thy name, 
       Thy kingdom come, 
       Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
       give us this day our daily bread; 
        and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
      and lead us not into temptation, 
      but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Words of Our Lord  
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 

had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 
 
Exchange of Peace 

 
Agnus Dei 
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Sit 
 
Distribution 
 
Stand 
 
Nunc Dimittis 
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Post-Communion Collect  
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in 
faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your  
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Announcements 

 
Benedicamus and Benedictions 

P Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
 
HYMN #537 – “Beautiful Savior”  

 

 

 
Text: Münsterisch Gesangbuch, 1677, Münster; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904 
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

 
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series A, Quarter 1. 
Copyright © 2025 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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Those Serving Today: 
Pastor    Rev. Charles Minetree 
Liturgist    Gary Stratemeyer 
Lay Reader    Mary Ruble 
Director of Music   Muriel Hopkins 
Pianist    Eugene Anderson 
Altar Guild    Rita Alcarese 
 
Birthdays this Week: Anniversaries: 
12 Lillian Noel 
14 Sarah McDonnell 
16 Andrea Fuller 
 
This Week at Immanuel: 
Sunday January 11    9:00 am  Sunday School, ages 3-12 
       10:00 am  Worship & Holy Communion 
       11:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
 
Wed  January 14    Noon   Adult Bible study  
       5:00 pm  Council meeting  

6:30 pm  LRIA BoD 
 
Thursday January 15    7:00 pm  Zoom Bible study 
 
Sunday January 18    9:00 am  Sunday School, ages 3-12 
       10:00 am  Worship & Holy Communion 
       11:00 am  Adult Bible Study 
 
 

Ministry Notes 
 

Voters Assembly Scheduled 
A Voters Assembly has been scheduled for Sunday, January 25 immediately following the 
10 AM worship service.  The agenda will include presentation of the 2026 Budget as well as 
reports from Pastor Minetree and other leaders on recent activities and future plans.  Please 
plan to join us for this important meeting.  

Sunday Adult Bible Study 

Our adult class meets immediately at 11 AM after Divine Service.  We meet in the conference 
room.   We are using the book Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes.  We are in the section on 
parables.  Each class is a stand-alone lesson and one may join that class during any of these.  
Visiting students and non-members are always welcome.   
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Wednesday Lunch Bible Study 

Our Wednesday Lunch Bible Class (12 PM).  We meet every 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 
month. We will be looking at the book, The Lutheran Difference, An Explanation and 
Comparison of Christian Beliefs.  Lutherans are not Catholic (Roman or Orthodox).  We are 
not protestants either. There was not one reformation during Luther’s life but three.  The 
Lutheran Reformation, the Protestant Reformation, and the Radical Reformation.  That was 
followed by the Roman Catholic Counter Reformation.  In this class you will discover what the 
difference between Lutheran Doctrine and other Christian denominations. Bring your lunch 
and drink (something to share if you desire) and enjoy the fellowship and growth in faith. 

Thursday Evening ZOOM Bible Study 

Our Thursday ZOOM Bible study meets every 1st and 3rd Thursdays of the month at 7 PM.  A 
ZOOM link will be provided. We will look at the Old Testament book of Hosea.  Hosea was 
called by God to live a prophetic message. His life, especially his marriage) would be the 
message of the book.  Hosea teaches important lessons on forgiveness and restoration.   

PRAYER REQUESTS 
-Guenther Schwab, who is having health problems 
-Elaine Mueller, who suffered a fall and is at Sinai Hospital 
-Sylvanus Ibenana, who will be taking a long journey 
-Ray Ward, who is facing challenges 
-Mark Smith, who had knee replacement surgery December 9th. 
-Lisa Chimento Rebstock, daughter-in-law of Phyllis Rebstock, who is battling kidney cancer 
-Pamela Hasskamp, who has been diagnosed with cancer 
-June Dennis, recovering from a stroke 
-Gwen Heemann, who is recovering  
-Muriel Hopkins, who fractured her arm 
- Rosemarie Wilson, the daughter of Filleseta James, who has had a diagnosis of MS. 
-For peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, and Russia. 
-Bonnie and Joe Castrilli as she cares for her husband who has dementia 
-Joseph Woah-tee missing, and whereabouts unknown 
 
 

 


