Immanuel Lutheran Church
Second Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2026
10:00 a.m.

THE VISION STATEMENT FOR IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
As the body of Christ, renewed by the Holy Spirit as a living community of believers, we are
committed to sharing the love of Christ and the good news of salvation.
We build relationships with others in the Community Around Us, while nurturing the
Community Among Us, so all may know of and grow in the knowledge of our Lord and
Savior.

Building on Christ, Equipping for the Future

The Five-fold function of the Church: Worship, Education, Fellowship, Service,
and Evangelism

WELCOME VISITORS!
The Immanuel Lutheran congregation is pleased that you have joined us today. If you
have no church home, we invite you to make your home among us.

COMMUNION AT IMMANUEL

We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today! According to God’s Word, you may commune with
us if you:

» Have been baptized in the name of the Triune God,

» Have faith in Jesus Christ as God the Son, and your personal Savior from sin, death, and
the deuvil,

» Have examined yourselves and recognize that you have sin that needs forgiveness, hurt
that needs healing, faith that needs strengthening,

* Believe that in, with, and under the bread and wine you receive the true Body and Blood
of the risen Christ, (1 Corinthians 10:16)

* Believe that the body and blood of the Lord will grant you forgiveness of your sins and
new life.

* Desire to amend your sinfulness and live a life pleasing to God and in fellowship with His
Church,

» Understand that to partake of the sacrament without examining yourself and recognizing
the real presence of Christ's Body and Blood is to do so to your harm (1 Corinthians 11:27).
If you do not agree with the above, or have questions, please see Pastor before
communing at Immanuel



Ogening Hymn #571 — “God Loved the World So That He Gave”
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Him be - lieve Should ev - er - last - ing life re - ceive.
Him a - lone Are  built on  this chief cor - ner-stone.

Word de -clares How we in  Christ are heav - en’s heirs.
Je - sus’ blood, Your Bap-tism grants the high - est good.

5 If you are sick, if death is neair, A6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
This truth your troubled heart can cheer: And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; To You, O blesséd Trinity,
That is the firmest ground of faith. Be praise now and eternally!

Text: Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens-Opffer, c. 1778, Stettin; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816-93
Text and tune: Public domain

Divine Service, Setting Four

Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their baptism.

[P) In the name of the Father and of the "I Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

[P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

[P} If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.



[P) Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and
receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let
us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we
have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our
sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God,
our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be
merciful to me, a sinner.

Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to
everlasting life. Amen.

P) Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children
and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us
our sins and grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith,
and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Lord.

Amen.

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 105: 4-7; antiphon: v. 8
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He remembers his covenant for- | ever,*
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.
Seek the LORD | and his strength;*
seek his presence con- | tinually!
Remember the wondrous works that | he has done,*
his miracles, and the judgments he | uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his | servant,*
children of Jacob, his | chosen ones!
He is the | LORD our God;*
his judgments are in | all the earth.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,”
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
He remembers his covenant for- | ever,”
the word that he commanded, for a thousand gener- | ations.



Kyrie
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Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer - cy.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Let us pray.
O God, You see that of ourselves we have no strength. By Your mighty power
defend us from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil thoughts
that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Genesis 12:1-9

"The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s
house to the land that | will show you. 2And | will make of you a great nation, and | will
bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3l will bless those who
bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the families of the earth
shall be blessed.”

4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-
five years old when he departed from Haran. °And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his
brother’s son, and all their possessions that they had gathered, and the people that they
had acquired in Haran, and they set out to go to the land of Canaan. When they came to
the land of Canaan, ®Abram passed through the land to the place at Shechem, to the oak
of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. "Then the LORD appeared to Abram
and said, “To your offspring | will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the LORD, who
had appeared to him. 8From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to
the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD. °And Abram journeyed on, still going
toward the Negeb.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual Hebrews 12:2
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[O come, let us fix our eyes on] | Jesus,”
the founder and perfecter | of our faith,

who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despis- | ing the shame,”
and is seated at the right hand of the | throne of God.

Epistle Romans 4:1-8, 13-17

"What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?
2For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before
God. 3For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him
as righteousness.” “Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as
his due. °And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his
faith is counted as righteousness, ¢just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to
whom God counts righteousness apart from works:

"“Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;
8blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.” . . .

13For the promise to Abraham and his offspring that he would be heir of the world did not
come through the law but through the righteousness of faith. #For if it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. "°For the law brings
wrath, but where there is no law there is no transgression.

'8That is why it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his offspring—not only to the adherent of the law but also to the one who
shares the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, '7as it is written, “| have made you
the father of many nations™—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives
life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Holy Gospel John 3:1-17

[P) The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

"Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2This
man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come
from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3Jesus
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answered him, “Truly, truly, | say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can
he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” °Jesus answered, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom
of God. ®That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
"Do not marvel that | said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8The wind blows where it
wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

®Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” '°Jesus answered him, “Are you the
teacher of Israel and yet you do not understand these things? ""Truly, truly, | say to you, we
speak of what we know, and bear witness to what we have seen, but you do not receive
our testimony. '2If | have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you
believe if | tell you heavenly things? "*No one has ascended into heaven except he who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '*And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, ">that whoever believes in him may have
eternal life.

8“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. ""For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”

P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life "I~ everlasting. Amen.
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Sit

Hymn of the Day #708 — “Lord, Thee | Love with All My Heart”
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Text: Martin Schalling, 1532-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827—78, alt.
Tune: Zwey Biicher . . . Tabulatur, 1577, Strassburg
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offering

(We join with Christians all over the world in worshipping God through the giving of our
financial resources. If you are a first-time visitor, you are our guest and we do not expect
you to give an offering. For members and friends, the ministry of this congregation is
completely dependent upon your generous giving. Our offering is a significant act of
worship.)
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Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

Brief silence

O God, You have graciously given us a new birth in the waters of Holy Baptism. Sustain
our faith in You and turn us from the old things of the flesh, that we would fix our eyes on
the Son of Man through faith. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.
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Heavenly Father, You made Your servant Abraham the father of us all through faith, and
You have given all fathers the calling of Abraham to hand down the Gospel of Christ. Fill
their hearts with the words of Christ, and remember them according to Your great mercy.
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

Almighty God, You sent forth Your own Son to heal and give everlasting life. By Your Word
and Spirit, lift up Your people from their sorrows. Heal them according to Your gracious will,
and deliver them from the pain of death to eternal life. [Hear us, we pray, especially for

.] Sustain them in their afflictions, comfort them in the hour of death and
raise up the dead according to Your gracious promise. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Lord, You gave Abraham the promise of many descendants. Give us faith, that we may
delight in this promise, delivered through the ages and kept in Christ, our Savior. Equip us
with Your Spirit to be bold and unwavering witnesses, carrying Your name and Your
Gospel to every place and people. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.

All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of
Him who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God forever. Amen.

+ Service of the Sacrament +

Preface

[P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

[P) Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

[P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

[P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new
life. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:



Sanctus

(e % | } ! }

< P E——— o = =
Ho-ly, ho-ly, ho-ly Lord God of Sab - a - oth a - dored;
H

J &

Heav’n and earth with full ac-claim shout the glo-ry of Your name.

& &

e\

.‘.
Sing ho - san-na in the high-est, sing ho-san - na to the Lord;

I -
. - |
& [

Tru-1ly  blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

(P) Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for You have had mercy on us
and given Your only-begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have eternal life.

At Your command, Abraham prepared to offer his son Isaac as a sacrifice on the
mountain; yet, in mercy You provided a ram as a substitute. We give You thanks that
on Calvary You spared not Your only Son but sent Him to offer His life as a ransom for
many.

As we eat and drink His body and blood, grant us, like Abraham our father, to trust in
Your promise now fulfilled in Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the
world.

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us:

Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
10



For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

[P) Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is
My 1 body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P) In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My -
blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini
[P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
Exchange of Peace
Agnus Dei
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Have mer - cy on us, Lord, we  pray.
And grant us peace, O Lord, we  pray.
Sit
Distribution

Stand
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Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the
same in faith toward You and fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ,
Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.

Announcements
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Benedicamus and Benedictions
(P) Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

[P) The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

Recessional Hymn #918 — “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer”
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shield; Be Thou still my strength and shield.
Thee; I will ev - er give to Thee.

Text: William Williams, 1717-91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722-96, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. William Williams, 1717-91
Tune: John Hughes, 1873-1932
Text and tune: Public domain

Those Serving Today:

Pastor Rev. Charles Minetree
Liturgist Steve Heeman

Lay Reader Gary Stratemeyer
Director of Music Muriel Hopkins
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Pianist Eugene Anderson

Altar Guild Sheila Gordon/Laura Pickering
Birthdays This Week: Anniversaries:
4 Luke Salter 1 D. Scott and Lynn Wegner

6 Cheryl Akers

This Week at Immanuel:

Sunday March 1 9:00 am Sunday school, ages 3-12
10:00 am Worship & Holy Communion
11:30 am Voter's Assembly meeting

Wed March 4 12:10 pm Midweek Lent service

Sunday March 8 9:00 am Sunday school, ages 3-12
10:00 am Worship & Holy Communion
11:30 am Adult Bible study

Ministry Notes

Midweek Lent services began Wednesday, February 25 and end Wednesday, March 25%.
Services begin 12:10 p.m. and will be in the Conference room. Soup lunch will follow. We

need volunteers to bring soup and other goodies for February 25% and there will be a signup
sheet available in the conference room on the 25% to sign up for the weeks following.

Easter Sunday Choir

Regarding this year’s Easter Sunday, there have been requests to reactivate the
Immanuel Choir. Since we have had positive responses to this possibility, we are
having rehearsals on Thursdays beginning March 5t and continuing March 12, 19,
and 26 .... all at 6:30 p.m. Rehearsals will be held in the Church Sanctuary.

Rehearsals should last approximately an hour or so. Music Parts will be handed
out at the first rehearsal. Recorded music to these parts will also be available for
use during the week of practice.

The piece selected for the Choir will incorporate the Easter Brass, so this will be a
triumphant part of the Easter Celebration.

If you would like to join us, please let Teresa know, or speak to Eugene Anderson
directly. All are welcome!

Thank you in advance for sharing your talents with Immanuel on this festive
occasion.
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Sunday Adult Bible Study

Our adult class meets immediately at 11 AM after Divine Service. We meet in the
conference room. We are using the book Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes. We are in
the section on parables. Each class is a stand-alone lesson and one may join that class
during any of these. Visiting students and non-members are always welcome.

Wednesday Lunch Bible Study

We will pause until after Easter, after which date the classes will meet every 2" and 41"
Wednesday of the month.

Thursday Evening ZOOM Bible Study

Our Thursday ZOOM Bible study meets every 15t and 3" Thursdays of the month at 7 PM.

A ZOOM link will be provided. We will look at the Old Testament book of Hosea. Hosea was
called by God to live a prophetic message. His life, especially his marriage) would be the
message of the book. Hosea teaches important lessons on forgiveness and restoration.

PRAYER REQUESTS

-Guenther Schwab, who is having health problems

-Elaine Mueller, who suffered a fall and is recovering at home

-Sylvanus Ibenana, who will be taking a long journey

-Lisa Chimento Rebstock, daughter-in-law of Phyllis Rebstock, who is battling kidney cancer
-Pamela Hasskamp, who has been diagnosed with cancer

-Gwen Heemann, who is recovering

-Muriel Hopkins, who fractured her arm

- Rosemarie Wilson, the daughter of Filleseta James, who has had a diagnosis of MS.
-For peace in Ukraine, Israel, Gaza, and Russia.

-Bonnie and Joe Castrilli as she cares for her husband who has dementia

-Joseph Woah-tee missing, and whereabouts unknown
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